The Institute for Learning in Retirement
of Oak Hammock

Winter Bulletin
2019
The Institute for Learning in Retirement is dedicated to the enjoyment and continued learning of its members. The courses
in this Bulletin are the work of volunteer members who organize and facilitate the courses, discussion groups, special
events, and field trips, as well as social activities involving the ILR. The presenters are also volunteers from the University
of Florida, Santa Fe College, as well as the Gainesville community.

Winter Courses
Expanding Horizons: Voyages that Changed Our
View of the World

Mondays, January 7-28
10:00am
Oak Room
Cost $10.00
Facilitator:
John Axe
Presenter:
Dr. Frederick Gregory, Professor Emeritus of
History of Science and European History,
University of Florida
In this mini course spanning five centuries, Professor Gregory
will discuss three undertakings that expanded humankind’s
understanding of the size and make-up of the globe and one that
made the world smaller again.
Monday, January 7
Before and After Columbus
The story of Columbus is well known, but what was the common
wisdom about the shape and size of the earth before his time?
And what new endeavors emerged in the immediate wake of the
revelations Columbus’s voyages revealed? What were the
motivations for these beginning stages of the “Age of Exploration?”
Monday, January 14

The Queen’s Pirate: Francis Drake and
16th Century Venture Capitalism
To many in Britain, Sir Francis Drake ranks as one of England’s
great heroes. A closer look reveals him as a pirate whom
Queen Elizabeth was loath to trust, yet a figure whose enormously profitable illegal deeds she could not pass up or
condemn.

Visit our

Monday, January 21

Captain Cook’s Voyages to the
Pacific
One of the greatest seamen of all times, James Cook’s
exploration of the southern hemisphere and his search
for a northwest passage are without rank in the scope of
eighteenth-century explorations of the earth. But there is
as much to learn from his three voyages around the world
about the breakdown of cross-cultural understanding as
there is about the new information he provided about our
globe.
Monday, January 28
The Laying of the Atlantic Cable
Because by the nineteenth century the earth was bigger
than earlier thought, there was more opportunity for Western civilization to flourish. The development and growth
of the new world presented new challenges in communication for the rapidly industrializing countries of the West.
The story of the laying of the Atlantic cable is a fascinating
tale of ingenuity, daring, success, and failure that reminds
us of how undaunted the human spirit is.

Happy New Year!
Invite someone to join ILR
or visit our new website
for current information
and upcoming classes.

website at www.ilr352.org

or email Julie Ann Ariet at jariet@oakhammock.org for more information

Winter Courses
Spanish Conversation and Culture

January 21

Mondays, January 7-April 15
1:30pm
Multipurpose Room
Cost: $10.00
Facilitator:
Roanne Coplin
Instructor:
Cathryn Gregory

We will visit the Harn to explore two current exhibitions: “The Great Catastrophe: Remembering
World War I 1914-1918” and “I, too am America:
Photographs by Steve Schapiro and Gordon Parks”
with Carol McCusker, co-curator for both with
Robert Sanchez and Steve Schapiro.

This course is a continuing course in Spanish. It is targeted toward those who have a basic knowledge of the
Spanish language. Conversation; culture; current events; a
novel; poetry of Antonio Machado, Sor Juana de la Cruz,
and Pablo Neruda; literary analysis, advanced grammar,
and vocabulary expansion will be included.

January 28

Keep the Home Fires Burning: Postcards
from the Front
Geoffrey Giles
A popular song in the First World War sent a message from
soldiers to their loved ones to “keep the home fires burning/
while your hearts are yearning.” The most common means of
staying in touch was through the mail. The German field post
office alone handled 19 million pieces of mail each day.
Geoffrey Giles, Emeritus Professor of History at UF, will
show examples of some of the surprising themes embellishing picture postcards beyond the typical patriotism and
heroism.

Cathryn Gregory has over 40 years of experience in teaching high school Spanish. For 20 of these years, she taught
Advanced Placement Spanish Literature. She has a
master’s degree in Foreign Language Education from
The Ohio State University.

Art and Advocacy

Mondays, January 7-February 11
Oak Room
Cost $10.00
Facilitator:
Richard MacMaster

1:30pm

February 4

Through the ages, artists have used their talents to encourage others to take up a cause. Can artists and photographers still shape history and influence perception or prompt
collective action? We will look at examples from the last
hundred years ranging from World War One posters and
iconic images of the Civil Rights Movement to mental illness
and addiction.
January 7

Artists in the First World War 1914-1918
Robert C. Sanchez
Many countries pressed their artists into service to provoke
the same human emotions, love of country, pride in duty, and
demonization of the enemy. Other war artists recorded the
horrors of trench warfare. Gainesville attorney Robert
Sanchez will draw on examples from his collection of posters
and prints to tell their story.
January 14

Field Trip - Harn Museum of Art

Photography in the Civil Rights Movement
Carol McCusker
Carol McCusker, Curator of Photography at the Harn
Museum of Art, will use photographs by activistphotojournalist Steve Schapiro and African-American photographer Gordon Parks to show how images of the Civil Rights
Movement and the Jim Crow South reached people around
the world.

Artists and War
Aida Hozic
Aida Hozic, Associate Professor of International Relations at
UF, will explore varying responses of artists to war, some
seeking to support the war effort, others its futility and the
suffering it entails. She experienced war in her home in
Sarajevo in the 1990s. Her academic research has focused
on American media industries and their role in relation to
power and warfare.
February 11

Healthcare and Culture
Craig Smith
An artist himself, Craig Smith, Associate Professor of Art and
Art History at UF, has used photography and other art forms
to advocate for removing the stigma on mental illness and
addiction. His photographs of women prisoners made their
stories accessible. His art and research focus on the
process and ethics of human interactivity in contemporary
art, especially photography.
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Winter Courses
The Symphony Orchestra:
Woodwind Instruments
Tuesdays. January 8-February 19

Oak Room
Facilitator:

10:00am

February 12

Cost: $10.00
Donald McGlothlin

People have been putting instruments together in various
combinations for millennia, but it wasn’t until about 400 years
ago that the musicians started forming instrumental combinations that would eventually evolve into the modern symphony
orchestra. This class will begin with an overview of the evolution of the orchestra from the 1600s to the 21st century. The
following class sessions, presented by artist-faculty from the
UF College of the Arts, will cover the developmental history
of each instrument in the woodwind family including construction and technical systems; acoustical properties; technique –
how the instrument is played (e.g. vibrato, embouchure,
intonation); reeds; important solo repertoire; notable symphonic works featuring prominent passages for the instrument; important makers and cost. Each session will feature
actual performance on the instrument(s).
January 8

The Orchestra
Donald McGlothlin, Dean Emeritus and
Professor of Music, University of Florida

The New York Philharmonic –
An Insider’s View

A conversation with Professor Estrin regarding his 25
years performing as clarinetist with the New York
Philharmonic, including more than 2,000 concerts, 19
international tours, and dozens of recordings. Of special
interest will be Professor Estrin’s newly published
biography: Stanley Drucker – Clarinet Master.
Mr. Drucker retired from the NY Philharmonic in 2009
after a legendary 61 year career with the orchestra.
February 19

The Saxophone Family
Gerard Spicer, Adjunct Assistant
Professor

Beginning German
Tuesdays, beginning January 8
Conference Room A
Instructor: Barbara Johnston

This session will provide an overview of the historical development of the modern symphony orchestra including the
influence of composers, instrumentation, the score, repertoire, performance spaces, role of the conductor, and selection of members.

11:00am
Cost: $10.00

This is a beginning course in German using the Total
Physical Storytelling (TPRS) methodology. Hand
gestures are implemented as an aide in learning new
vocabulary, and stories created by the instructor, the
students, or both together, are used to quickly start
using the language. All students interested in learning
German are invited to attend.

Intermediate German

The Woodwinds
January 15

The Flute Family
Kristen Stoner, Professor, School of Music

Tuesdays, beginning January 8
Conference Room A

January 22

The Oboe
Leslie Odom, Associate Professor, School of
Music

Instructor: Barbara Johnston

January 29

The Bassoon Family
Shannon Lowe, Assistant Professor, School
of Music

February 5

The Clarinet Family
Mitchell Estrin, Professor, School of Music
Page 3

1:30pm

Cost: $10.00

Students should already have a basic knowledge of
German. The emphasis is on reading. Novellas, basic
cultural German readers (biographies,) and short stories
are used as a springboard for improving vocabulary.
Advanced grammar is addressed when the need arises.

Winter Courses
Sidney Ives Class in Understanding and
Enjoying Opera
Tuesdays, January 8-February 26
Acorn Room Cost $10.00

This 2001 La Scala production, which celebrated the 100 th
anniversary of Verdi’s death, stars Ambrogio Maestri as Sir
John Falstaff, Juan Diego Florez as Fenton, and Barbara
Frittoli as Alice Ford. The conductor is Riccardo Muti.

1:00pm

Join us in celebrating Shakespeare, the most quoted writer in
the history of the English speaking world, whose influence
extends from theater and literature to films, philosophy and
opera. We have chosen four operas by various composers,
well known and little known, who based their operas on a
Shakespearian play.
January 8 and 15

Romeo and Juliet
Facilitated by Forrest Crawford

We begin our adventure with Charles Gounod’s Romeo et
Juliette, the famous tale of tragic lovers. The libretto by Jules
Barbier and Michel Carre follows the sequence of Shakespeare’s play but Gounod adds his own touch. His concentration on the lovers resulted in some of the most touching love
music in opera. This 2008 Salzberg Festival production was
staged by Bartlett Sher, stars Rolando Villazon as Romeo
and Nino Machaidze as Juliette, and is conducted by Yannick
Nezet-Seguin.
January 22 and 29

Hamlet
Facilitated by Coni Gesualdi

Hamlet, composed by Ambroise Thomas, libretto by Michel
Carre and Jules Barbier, debuted at the Paris Opera in 1868.
Although they did not strictly follow Shakespeare in their text,
they managed to condense a very long play into a reasonable
opera libretto. Natalie Dessay and Simon Keenlyside star in
Bertrand Billy’s 2003 Gran Teatre del Liceu production.
February 5-12

A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Facilitated by David Hickey

Benjamin Britten’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream is the only
Shakespeare-based opera in our series that was composed
using the Bard’s native tongue. Britten has created one of the
most satisfying settings of Shakespeare on the operatic
stage, one that enriches the original while standing on its
own as an effective comic piece. Join us in experiencing the
seductive 2005 Robert Carsen Barcelona production that
features the counter tenor David Daniels as Oberon and
Harry Bicket, famed for his Baroque opera virtuosity, as
conductor.
February 19 and 26
Falstaff
Facilitated by Ray Jones
Falstaff was the last opera Giuseppe Verdi wrote. Convinced
by his librettist Arrigo Boito that writing a comedy would raise
his spirits and not tire him, Verdi said, “Let us not think for the
moment of the hurdles, my age, my illness. We will do
Falstaff!”

Great Decisions 2019
(Choose Tuesday sessions OR Thursday sessions)
Tuesdays, January 8-February 26
1:30 MPR
Thursdays*, January 10-February 28 1:30 MPR
(*No class on Thursday, January 17 or February 21
Classes will meet on January 16 and February 20 instead.)
Cost: $10.00
Facilitators: Jerry Kirkpatrick and Rick Gold
Class sizes are limited to 20 each session.
This class strives to stimulate your intellect and strengthen
your grasp of current events. Group discussions highlight
selected thought-provoking foreign policy challenges we
face in the current geopolitical environment.
The purchase of a briefing book from the Foreign Policy
Association (www.fpa.org) is strongly encouraged.
A video of experts discussing various foreign policy options
is shown at each class, while the facilitator supplements and
updates the discussion using a variety of materials.
Each section of the class is limited to 20 persons. This is
necessary to ensure an opportunity for active participation
by all class attendees. The 2019 topics follow. You will be
encouraged to participate in informed, stimulating and
diverse discussion in a respectful and considerate group
setting.
Session 1
Refugees and Global Migration
Today, no countries have open borders. Every nation in
today’s global system has laws and policies regulating
immigration, which has become a hot-button political issue,
particularly in the West. International law and the laws of
nations recognize special rules for refugees and persons
seeking asylum, but who decides on each person’s status,
and, with the rise of nationalism and nativist sentiment, how
effective are the international norms that were designed to
protect refugees and other migrants?
Session 2
The Middle East: Regional Disorder
As Donald Trump’s term as President passes the halfway
point, the Middle East remains a region in great disorder.
The Trump administration has aligned itself with strong
rulers in Saudi Arabia, The United Arab Emirates and Egypt,
all of which, along with Israel, have common interests in
opposing Iran and that country’s ambitions.
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Winter Courses
What are U.S. goals in the region after the Trump Administration pulled out of the Iran nuclear agreement and
imposed economic sanctions? What role does the
Sunni-Shiite divide in Islam play? Has the Trump Administration taken this into account? Should it? How have U.S.
provocations against Iran affected U.S. relationships with
our traditional Western allies and Japan?
Session 3
Nuclear Negotiations: Back to the Future
President Trump has had negotiations with Vladimir Putin
and Kim Jong-un, but to what effect? Will the “art of the deal”
approach to nuclear negotiations be successful with such
strong and determined autocrats? Is pulling out of the Iran
nuclear agreement more or less likely to lead to Iran’s development of nuclear weapons? How effective have international arms-control treaties been in preventing nuclear proliferation? How credible is the threat that rogue states or terrorist
groups could obtain nuclear-weapons capabilities? What
should U.S. policy be and how should it be enforced: carrot,
stick, both?
Session 4
The Rise of Populism in Europe
Mass migration and the problems associated with it have
greatly abetted the rise of populist parties in Europe. Opposition to immigration was the prime driver of the vote in the U.K
for Brexit. It also fueled the rise of right-wing parties in
Germany, France and elsewhere on the Continent. How
does the rise of populism in Europe relate to the national
security interests of the United States? In the current
geopolitical environment, how important is NATO to the
national security interests of the United States? How
important is Europe, now that U.S. foreign policy seems
increasingly focused on China, Russia and Iran? What
should U.S. foreign policy be toward today’s Europe?

tariffs appropriate, and what other tools might be useful in
formulating trade policy toward China and other nations
engaged in trade with the United States?
Session 6
Cyber Conflict and Geopolitics
Cyber conflict is a new, continuing and growing threat to U. S.
national security. Russia has been accused of using cyber
capabilities to interfere with U.S. elections, and U.S. intelligence
agencies warn of China’s robust research and development
programs in cyber systems that could disrupt U.S. industrial,
economic and military systems, as well as U.S. infrastructure
generally. What actions should the U.S. take to deal with these
threats, internationally and domestically? What role does our
federal system, and the politics upon which it is based, play in
formulating a comprehensive national policy?
Session 7

The United States and Mexico: Partnership
Tested
The United States and Mexico not only share a long border;
they also share a long common history and people. Territory
that was once part of Mexico is now part of the United States.
People whose ancestry is Mexican are now American. Some
occupy the same land as their ancestors, while others came to
the U.S. from other parts of Mexico. Today, there are large
American ex-pat communities in Mexico. The U.S. Mexico
relationship has had its ups and downs. In the 21st Century,
cooperation between the two countries is arguably more
important than ever, on trade, migration, drug and human
trafficking, and combatting poverty, political instability and
climate change. What are the policy choices facing U.S. and
Mexican officials in dealing with the relationship between our
two countries and what should these policies entail?
Session 8

The U.S. Department of State and the State of
Diplomacy
As in other areas, the Trump Administration has approached
international relations and diplomacy in a most non-traditional
manner. The most staid and hide-bound agency of the U.S.
Government - The U.S. Department of State – has been
upended and thrown into a tizzy, the likes of which its members
have never seen and to which its annals are devoid. Well
calculated and measured discourse has often been replaced by
expressions of fiat, sometimes contradictory and often confusing,
always upsetting to those accustomed to traditional international
statecraft. Longstanding policies and positions, developed
through intra-agency and interagency deliberations, have been
cast aside and sometimes repudiated by Presidential Tweet or in
personal meetings between Heads of State. This has been most
upsetting to the diplomatic community internationally and, probably, to some Heads of State as well, although others, no doubt,
have looked upon this development with some amusement.
Time will tell whether U.S. foreign policy interests are better
served through traditional diplomacy or “art of the deal” transactional negotiations, or perhaps a combination of the two to keep
our negotiating partners off balance.

Session 5
Decoding U.S. – China Trade
Balance of trade. What does it mean, and is it a useful
measure today in gauging the economic relationships
between nations? The United States uses this measure,
which is totally antiquated and misleading, in measuring its
economic relationships with other nations. In the current
political environment, the terms, “trade surplus” and “trade
deficit” make good soundbites to stir political controversy, but
they do little to inform the public of the true economic relationships between the United States and its trading partners.
The movement of manufactured goods is but a part of the
total economic relationship between nations, but “trade
numbers” are the most easily understood by the public and,
therefore, are easy fodder for use by politicians. Nonetheless, international trade is important, and fair trade is necessary in order to achieve a high standard of living for most of
the world’s peoples. To this end, the international community
developed over time a set of rules to ensure fair trade. When
a nation violates these rules, sanctions and other enforcement actions are in order. Tariffs can be an effective tool under certain circumstances, and the Trump Administration is
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using them liberally. Under what circumstances are

Winter Courses
Math 4 Grand Parents

Wednesdays, January 9-30
10:00am
Oak Room
Cost $10.00
Facilitator:
John Axe
Presenter:
Dr. Dave Wilson, Professor Emeritus of
Mathematics, University of Florida
While we may have forgotten most of the math we learned a half
century ago, this subject remains important. In our personal lives
we have to deal with complicated financial decisions, smart grandkids, as well as smartass grandkids. Don’t worry. We are not
going to submerge you in technical details. The material will be
accessible to everyone. We plan to give just enough background
to illuminate the big ideas. With this knowledge you will be
equipped to ask pointed questions of educators, financial planners,
and your grandchildren. An equally important skill will be to recognize and encourage smart grandkids, who find math and science
exciting.
January 9

Geometry

Geometry is a tough subject, which required the efforts of the most
brilliant minds over a span of 2,000 years to complete. While
everyone has taken the subject, few have a full understanding.
One reason is that we all took the course before we were wise
enough to understand its complexity and significance. After
mentioning why it takes a village to raise a math kid, we move to
the issue of why kids think geometry is easy and why it is not.
January 16

Algebra

While the five fundamental rules of Algebra are elegant, straightforward, and easy to demonstrate, their abstractness makes it
difficult to connect them with the real world. We will use money as
the fundamental tool for explaining algebraic ideas. We will also
explain clock arithmetic and why 1 + 1 may not equal 2. This
discussion will include my thoughts on the good, the bad, and the
ugly of the Common Core Math Curriculum. If your kid likes
money, tell him/her to learn Algebra.
January 23

Calculus

With its foundations requiring a solid knowledge and understanding of logic, critical thinking, geometry, algebra, and physics,
calculus is one very tough subject. Nonetheless, the subject’s two
key themes, integration and differentiation, are easily explained in
terms of area and change. Remarkably, a connection (called the
Fundamental Theorem of Calculus) exists between these two
disparate themes. We will use the calculation of your net worth
over time as a technique to illustrate this connection.
January 30

Applications

When most people think of mathematics, they think of applications.
Unfortunately, this connection typically requires multiple skill sets
including math, knowledge of the application, and statistics. In
addition to the classical applications, we will consider several more
modern applied areas including imaging science, medicine, and
finance.
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Ninth Annual ILR Poster Competition
Robert Levitt Awards for Student Research
on Aging
February 27 and March 15
Wednesday, February 27
4:30 – 6:00pm
Free Program for ILR Members!
Facilitator:
Robin West
Advance registration requested
On Wednesday evening, February 27, the ILR Board will
host a Wine and Cheese Reception for ILR members to
meet the 17 scholars selected for the ILR Levitt Award
poster session. The students will each have a poster
summarizing their own research related to aging issues.
ILR members will have an opportunity to talk informally
with the students about the important research results
they have found.
Immediately following the event, the judges will meet to
select five students as finalists for prizes for the 2019
ILR Levitt Awards. The finalists will present their
research in public talks on Friday, March 15, 2019.
Friday, March 15
begins 9:30 a.m.
Advance registration requested
On Friday morning, March 15, the ILR Board will host a
Danish and Coffee Reception in the Oak Room for ILR
members to enjoy breakfast and hear the presentations
of the 5 finalists for the 2019 ILR Levitt Awards. All
presentations will be clearly designed for a lay audience,
with a maximum time of 15 minutes (including audience
questions).
The judges will meet following the talks to decide on the
finalists’ rankings, considering all comments from ILR
members and the overall quality of the 5 research talks.
The 5 winners will receive prizes at a special Awards
Night in April.

Winter Courses

The Italian Contribution 1200-1600
Wednesdays, January 9-February 13
Oak Room
Cost: $10.00
Facilitator:
Presenter:

1:30pm

Trudi Di Trolio
Frank Di Trolio

This is a six-week presentation of some of the unique
cultural, artistic, musical, literary, political and scientific
achievements of Italy during this period, the Renaissance,
which definitely influenced the rest of Europe. Three
specialists will be invited to speak on the literature of the
Trecento (Dante, Petrarch, Boccaccio); Machiavelli and the
political life of the Renaissance; and the musical achievements of Palestrina, Gesualdo and Monteverdi.
Please note that this series will be a continuous account in
chronological order and is not divided into a discrete set of
events/achievements each week.
Dr. Frank Di Trolio was born in Italy and emigrated to
Canada with his parents and brother when he was thirteen.
He received his Ph.D. in French Literature from the University of Western Ontario. He taught Italian Literature at the
University of Richmond. He received his MLS in Library
Science at Florida State University. He and his wife moved
to Gainesville in 1987 where he worked as Collection Manager for the Smathers Libraries at the University of Florida.
He retired in 2006.

The Story of the Ocklawaha and the Cross
Florida Barge Canal-Past, Present and
Possible Future
Thursdays, January 10-February 14
Oak Room
Cost $10.00
Facilitator:
Pat Harden

1:30pm

If you have lived in Florida very long, you have heard
about the Cross Florida Barge Canal, the Rodman Dam,
the reservoir it created and its impact on the Ocklawaha
River below and above the dam, including Silver Springs.
Native Americans, early Europeans, Civil War, steamboats, tourism, poets and politicians; the river has seen
them all. This course will look at the history, politics and
the protagonists and antagonists in the ongoing battle
over the controversies surrounding the river. Is there a
better future?

January 10
The Early History of the Ocklawaha River
Presenter:
Lars Andersen, Naturalist and Author
Mr. Andersen will present an overview of the early history of the
Ocklawaha from the Native Americans and early European
settlers to modern times.
January 18
The History of the Cross-Florida Barge Canal
*NOTE: This class is on a Friday and will be held in the MPR.
Presenter:
Dr. Steve Noll, Sr. Lecturer, UF Department of
History
Dr. Noll, author of The Ditch of Dreams: The Cross-Florida Barge
Canal and the Struggle for Florida’s Future (2009) will discuss
the history of the Cross-Florida Barge Canal, how it came to be,
the controversies, the players, the politics and the consequences.
January 24

A Film: “The Lost Springs- An Artist’s Journey
Into Florida’s Abandoned Springs”
Presenter:
Margaret Tolbert, Artist
This film explores the twenty springs along the river that were
drowned by the building of the Rodman, aka Kirkpatrick Dam
creating the reservoir known as “Lake Ocklawaha”/“Rodman
Pool.” The springs are only visible during a drawdown of the lake.
January 31
Presenter:

Marjorie and the Dam
Dr. Peggy MacDonald, Executive Director,
Matheson Museum
Dr. MacDonald, author of Marjorie Harris Carr: Defender of
Florida’s Environment (2014), and members of the Carr family
will discuss Marjorie’s passion for the environment and her
efforts to de-authorize the Cross-Florida Barge Canal and
remove the Rodman Dam.
February 1 & 2 Field trip to the dam and pontoon boat trip on a
natural portion of the Ocklawaha (one trip per day). Details and
sign-up will be provided during the January 10 and 18 classes.
February 7
Present Status and Legal Challenges
Presenter:
Mr. Bruce Kaster, J.D.
The battles continue over the future of the Ocklawaha. Mr. Kaster
will discuss the current situation, controversies and the status of
the legal challenge brought by Florida Defenders of the
Environment and others to breach the dam and restore the river.
February 14
Presenter:

A Better Future Ahead?
Margaret Spontak, Advocate, Silver/Ocklawaha
Blueway
Proposed future plans to restore the Ocklawaha River system to
its natural state will be presented. The proposed plans would
create a continuous blueway from Silver Springs to the St. John’s
River. It would greatly benefit the economy by improving river
and spring flow, aquatic diversity, wildlife movement including
manatees, as well as accommodating fishermen and outdoor
recreation enthusiasts.
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Winter Courses
The Barb Spence Series
Cutting Edge Topics with the Experts
Free Lecture Series for ILR Members
The Garden as History—An Addendum
Thursday, January 24 Oak Room
Presenter:
Roy Hunt

Cultural Circle: Dance Alive National Ballet
Thursday, February 21 Oak Room
Facilitator:
Presenters:

10:00am

As a follow-up to the recent ILR series on gardens
important in world history, this one-hour session will
focus on gardens in Scotland and The Netherlands.
These gardens are predicted to be considered significant 100 years from now. The land forms of Charles
Jencks in Scotland and the recent Rotterdam parks of
Piet Oudolf, the leading plantsman in the world today,
who is known in the United States for Chicago's Millennium Park and New York City's High Line. Brief coverage will also be given to two important Renaissance
gardens visited by the speaker since the garden
history course concluded.

10:00-11:30am

Don McGlothlin
Kim Tuttle, Executive Artistic Director;
Judy Skinner, Resident Choreographer,
Director of Grants & Arts Education;
Lee May, Executive Director

Dance Alive National Ballet features an international roster of awardwinning dancers who are at the heart of the company’s extraordinary
success. DANB’s repertoire ranges from the quintessential classic
“The Nutcracker” to the cutting-edge movement of contemporary
ballet.

An afternoon talk with Teresa Porzecanski on The
Jewish Communities of Uruguay facilitated by Dr.
Rebecca Jefferson of UF Price Library of Judaica and
Karen Miller, Esquire, with additional sponsorship by
the Jewish Council of North Central Florida.

Founded in Gainesville in 1966 by Mary Ellen Pofahl and continued
through the creative talents and efforts of her daughters Judy
Skinner and Kim Tuttle, DANB has become the premier touring
company in the Southeastern United States.
The company’s many noteworthy accomplishments include:
 Performing in 17 states, 41 Florida counties, Costa Rica, Brazil,
Russia and Bulgaria; appearing annually at UF’s Curtis M.
Phillips Center for the Performing Arts.
 Collaborating with 6 Olympians/artists creating works performed
at home and on tour regularly presenting ‘Lady Bug: Action
Hero!’, a classic children’s ballet created by Kim Tuttle which
has provided educational outreach for 15 years in over 25
schools throughout Florida and the southeastern United States.
 Annually presenting ‘The Nutcracker’ for 50+ years including
over 200 touring performances and 30 school programs
throughout the USA.
 Developing artistic collaborations with the UF Symphony Orchestra and UF Concert Choir, Hippodrome Theatre, Cade
Museum, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Gainesville Civic
Chorus, and numerous musicians, actors, poets and visual
artists.
 Providing performances, lecture/demonstrations and dance
experiences to over 6,000 senior citizens every year through its
Senior Moments program.
 DANB’s most recent triumph is the company’s acclaimed invited
performances in October 2018 at the prestigious International
Ballet Festival in Havana, Cuba.

Teresa Porzecanski, anthropologist, poet and university professor, has been the recipient of many awards
including a Fulbright and a Guggenheim. She is of both
Ashkenazi and Syrian descent and will speak of the
history of Jewish Communities in Uruguay.

From dancing in a basketball court where lighting was hung on
hoops to performing by invitation for HRH Prince Albert II of
Monaco, DANB has been on a mission to bring dance performance
and education to everyone within their reach.

Why Uruguay? The Story of Jewish
Immigration to Uruguay in the Early
20th Century
Saturday, February 23 Oak Room
Facilitator:
Dr. Rebecca Jefferson
Karen Miller, Esquire
Presenter:
Teresa Porzecanski

4:00pm

This is a wonderful opportunity to meet DANB’s creative and administrative leadership, some of the dancers who will perform for us,
and hear about the company’s recent experiences in Havana and
the company’s March 1 Phillips Center performance of “Land of La
Chua” celebrating Gainesville’s 150th anniversary.
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Winter Program 2019 Town Registration
Institute for Learning in Retirement
_________________________________________________________________________
Name:

(last)

(first)

(middle initial)

(Area Code) Phone

_________________________________________________________________________
Name:

(last)

(first)

(middle initial)

(Area Code) Phone

________________________________________________________________________
Home Address (Only if new) (Street or P.O.) (Apt)

(City)

(State)

(Zip code)

_________________________________________________________________________
E-mail Address: (Only if new)

2019 Annual Membership Dues Now Due
□ $20.00 for Individual Membership □ New to ILR
Course Fees Structure One class per term per person $10
Two classes per term per person
$20
Three or more classes per term per person
$30

Please place initials of the person(s) attending on line:
_____ Expanding Horizons ($10.00)

_____ Italian Contribution ($10.00)

_____ Art and Advocacy ($10.00)

_____ Roundtable ($10.00)

_____ Conversational Spanish ($10.00)

_____ OH Chamber Players ($10.00)

_____ Symphony: Woodwinds ($10.00)

_____ Nature: Ocklawaha ($10.00)

_____ Beginning German ($10.00)

_____ Levitt Poster Competition (No charge)

_____ Conversational German $10.00)

Barb Spence Lecture Series: FREE

_____ Sidney Ives: Opera ($10.00)

_____ Garden as History

_____ Great Decisions TUESDAYS ($10.00)

_____ Why Uruguay?

_____ Great Decisions THURSDAYS $10.00)

_____ Dance Alive

_____ Math for Grand Parents ($10.00)

_____ Guitar Art (field trip)

TOTAL ENCLOSED: $___________ PAYMENT INFORMATION:

□ Check □Cash or Money Order

NOTE: Checks (U.S. dollars drawn on U.S. banks) payable to:

Institute for Learning In Retirement at Oak Hammock
Please return form and payment to:



Institute for Learning in Retirement
5100 SW 25 Blvd.
Gainesville, FL 32608
Attention: Julie Ann Ariet
* * Assume you are in the class, unless you are notified by us that the course is filled.
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Winter Courses
Oak Hammock Chamber Players

The Barb Spence Series (continued)
Cutting Edge Topics with the Experts
Free Lecture Series for ILR Members

Thursdays, January 10-June 20
Acorn Room
Facilitator:
Director:

Field Trip:
Presenter:
Facilitators:

Cost: $10.00
Michael Plaut
Gary Langford

The Oak Hammock Chamber Players are a group of
instrumental musicians who enjoy playing music with
others. We welcome people who play or who have once
played orchestral instruments. There are no auditions,
and some of our members had not played in over 50
years before joining the group. If you do not have an
instrument, we can recommend local places where you
might rent an instrument. You will also need to have your
own music stand.

Guitar Art: Historic Innovation of an American
Icon through Industrial Design, Art & Music
Guitars from the Henry Lowenstein Collection
Friday, January 18

1:00pm

10:00am

University Gallery
Henry Lowenstein
Amy Vigilante, Director-University Galleries,
Don McGlothlin

You are invited to join us on a field trip to the University
Gallery to see and learn about an exciting exhibition
featuring a diverse collection of guitars. The collection
includes important brands and styles leading up to the
emergence of modern technology and craft that has
impacted art, music and American culture.
Henry Lowenstein began collecting instruments in 1972,
but his collection was greatly enhanced after his purchase
of the Newport Guitar Festival. He worked directly with
luthiers all over the country, commissioning one-of-a-kind
guitars that are musically unique and visually breathtaking.
They contain stunning imagery, narratives, symbolism, and
details, with craftsmanship and ingenuity that has taken the
art of the guitar into an era of being collected as fine art.
This exhibition illustrates the origin of the art form using pieces from Mr. Lowenstein’s extensive collection of instruments,
which provide the basis of much of the guitar’s artistic development, resurgence, and second golden age of construction.
Please note: Enrollment in this class will be limited to 50.
Because of the difficulty of parking at UF, bus transportation
departing at 9:30 a.m. from Oak Hammock will be provided
for those taking this class.

Most of our selections are from the classical repertoire
but we also play traditional pieces, show tunes and
seasonal music. Not only do we learn about our music,
but also about musical technique and both the discipline
and fun of making music as a group.
We are very fortunate in having retired UF music
professor, band director and jazz music expert Gary
Langford as our music director. The Oak Hammock
Chamber Players are members of the New Horizons
International Music Association, which is a support
network for adult musicians.
For more information, go to: www.newhorizonsmusic.org.
If you register for this course, please contact Mike Plaut
at 352-371-1301 or smplaut@gmail.com to discuss your
musical experience.

Roundtable Discussion in the Algonquin
Genre
Thursdays, January 10-February 21 10:00am
Multipurpose Room
Moderators:

Cost: $10.00
Jim Sullivan, Dick Suttor

This is a forum for discussion of topics of mutual
interest. Participants are encouraged to bring their
interests, opinions, and expertise to the table and
engage in spirited, though respectful, debate.
Topics will be determined jointly by participants.
Class Limit: 25
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Board of Directors
Ron Bern * Margaret Boonstra * Trudi DiTrolio
Anne Eiler * Coni Gesualdi * Pat Harden
Sara Lynn McCrea * Karen Merrey * Jon Reiskind
John Ritter * Robin West
Julie Ann Ariet, Ex-officio

Curriculum Committee
Ken Berns * Margaret Boonstra * Trudi DiTrolio
Ellen Efros * Rick Gold * Roy Hunt
Jerry Kirkpatrick * Richard MacMaster * Don McGlothlin
Walter Wynn * Amy Vigilante * Ed Wilkinson
Julie Ann Ariet, Ex Officio

Visit our

website at www.ilr352.org

or email Julie Ann Ariet at jariet@oakhammock.org for more information

5100 SW 25th Blvd.
Gainesville, FL 32608

