The Institute for Learning in Retirement
Fall Bulletin 2020

The Institute for Learning in Retirement is dedicated to the enjoyment and continued learning of its members. The courses
in this Bulletin are the work of volunteer members who organize and facilitate the courses, discussion groups, special
events, and field trips, as well as social activities involving the ILR. The presenters are also volunteers, coming from the
University of Florida, Santa Fe College, and the Gainesville community.

Greetings to all our ILR members,

IN THIS ISSUE:

It’s not news to anyone that our programs are still being affected
by the need to stay safe during this pandemic. We are doing our best
to adapt and are very grateful for the way you supported our Summer
classes on Zoom. Together we learned a lot, and had some fun doing it. We thank the intrepid Summer facilitators and presenters, and
of course Julie Ann, for stepping up and accepting the challenges
presented by virtual learning. They took the risks and produced such
good results. We all got the benefits.
Building on the lessons learned this Summer, the Curriculum
Committee has assembled a full slate of classes for the upcoming
Fall Semester. Thankfully, this Fall Bulletin is beginning to look more
“like the old days.” Lots of variety and interesting opportunities to
take advantage of.
We have invested in some new on-line registration software this
semester, which should make it even easier for you to sign up for
classes, so please take full advantage of it. In the spirit of “we’re all
in this together,” all of our Fall classes are yours at no charge. So,
take a good look at what this Bulletin has to offer, and sign up for
some enjoyable learning experiences this Fall on Zoom. Thanks
again for your support and encouragement. See you in class.
Ron Bern, ILR Chair



Election 2020



Spanish Conversation and Culture



EU and the Corona Pandemic



German



Beginning Spanish (limited enrollment)



UF Special Collections



Engineering Matters



Microbes in Action



US Supreme Court



Round Table Discussion Group
(limited enrollment)



Local Authors



Special Feature Presentation



Opera

Visit our website at www.ilr352.org or our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/ILR352
Call Julie Ann at 352-548-1009 or email jariet@oakhammock.org for more information.

Fall 2020 Courses
The Election of 2020

Mondays

10:00am

ZOOM Course

Facilitator:
Barbara Herbstman
The election of 2020 may well be the most important election we have participated in. The choices are stark and the candidates
most provocative. In many ways this is not only an historic election but one that will determine the course of our country for the
rest of the century. There are also important local matters dealing with the State of Florida’s Constitution and local Charter
revision. Our speakers offer an interesting and informative view of some of the issues of concern.
October 5
Lynn Leverty, Ph.D., Senior Lecturer Emerita, Dept. of Political Science, University of Florida
The 2020 election is one of the most challenging and important in our nation’s history as it is taking place during a pandemic, an
economic recession, political polarization and demands for racial equality. The pandemic has limited candidates’ ability to directly
interact with voters and there are heightened concerns of election fraud and voter suppression. At every level of government, the
winner will have to deal with policy issues that will significantly affect our democracy for years to come.
October 12
Joseph W. Little, Esq., former Mayor of Gainesville and Professor Emeritus, Levin College of Law, University of
Florida
The ILR presentation on proposed amendments will consider:
1. Six proposals to amend the Florida Constitution
2. Six proposals to amend the Alachua County Home Rule Charter
3. Four proposals to amend the City of Gainesville Charter.
October 19
Barbara Oberlander, Ph.D., Professor of History Emerita, Santa Fe College
The Gender Gap: Will This Be An Important Factor in the 2020 Election?
For almost 60 years, more women than men have turned out to vote in presidential elections. And recently, men and women have
shown marked differences in their voting patterns and preferences. This presentation will explore some reasons for the contrast
and the possible impact on the upcoming election.
October 26
Donna Waller, Ph.D., Professor of Political Science Emerita, Santa Fe College
This class will discuss the state legislative races in this election cycle and will examine the possible impacts of the election of 2020
on the political system of the state of Florida in 2121. A focus of this class will be the reapportionment of the state and the impact
of the election and current events on that process.

November 2 Leslie Thiele, PhD. Distinguished Professor and Director of Sustainability Studies, Department of Political Science, University of Florida
The Candidates of Climate Change and the Environment
What are the Democratic and Republican candidates' views, promises, and records on climate change and environmental protection? How important are these issues to the American public? What will the environmental repercussions be of each candidate's
promises and policies if they are enacted?
November 9 Susan MacManus, Professor Emerita, Department of Political Science, University of South Florida and nationally
renown commentator on Florida politics
Presidential Election 2020: Who Won, How, and Why
The focus will be on what happened in Florida with some comparisons to the 2016 presidential race in our state:
voting patterns--broken down by geography (media markets; counties), race/ethnicity, gender, age turnout patterns-- by party,
race/ethnicity, gender, age big issues campaign strategies--micro-targeting; messaging; means of communicating with voters
Some of this information will be general, in nature, because some detailed data will not yet be available.

Spanish Conversation and Culture
Presenter:

Cathryn Gregory

Mondays, Sept. 14-Nov. 23
Facilitator:

Roanne Coplin

1:30-2:30pm ZOOM Course

Cathryn Gregory has over 40 years of experience in teaching high school Spanish and has taught in ILR for years. She has a
master’s degree in Foreign Language Education from The Ohio State University.
This is a continuing course in Spanish, targeted toward those who have a basic knowledge of the language. Conversation,
culture, current events, short stories, literary analysis, advanced grammar, and vocabulary expansion will be included.
We shall start the class with conversation on various topics. We shall also read a classic from the 16 th century in the style of
Tom Sawyer. In addition, we are going to use a dual-language book which you should purchase at:
abebookd.com, betterworldbooks.com or amazon.com. It is called Lazarillo de Tormes (Dual-Language) (Dual-Language
Book) Published by Dover Publications (2001) ISBN 10: 0486414310ISBN 13: 9780486414317

Fall 2020 Courses
The University of Florida Center for European Studies Fall
Series on the European Union and the Corona Pandemic
Mondays
ZOOM Course
Facilitator:
Jerry Kirkpatrick
October 5
1:30 PM
Rising Autocrats and Freedom Fighters: How the Populist Radical
Right in Germany Responds to the Corona Pandemic
Presenter:
Marcel Lewandowsky, Visiting Assistant Professor,
University of Florida, Center for European Studies
European countries are taking measures to regulate public life and prevent the spread of the Corona Virus disease; however, populist parties
view such restrictions as assaults on individual freedom and even a
conspiracy of the elites. This presentation will discuss how populist
parties exploit the pandemic, assess their electoral support and the government's response and accommodation.

October 12
1:45 PM
(NOTE START TIME!)
EU and the Pandemic: Another Example of Integration Through
Crisis Management
Presenter:
Amie Kreppel, Associate Professor of Political Science,
Jean Monnet Chair and Founding Director of the Jean Monnet Center of
Excellence, and Founding Director of the Center for European Studies.
The pandemic triggered a rare moment of European unity. In July, European Union leaders approved a 750 Billion Euro stimulus package in
joint debt to help member countries repair their pandemic-battered economies. Before the pandemic, the idea of joint debt to aid Mediterranean
countries, including Italy, Spain and Greece, was vigorously opposed by
the Northern European countries, principally Germany and The Netherlands. Then came the pandemic, which thrust all 27 member countries
into deep recession. The change of heart toward the Mediterranean
countries was based on their economic woes being not of their own
making. This time was different and called for European unity that had
been elusive in the past.
October 19
1:30 PM
Post-Covid Crisis: EU Reactions to the Eastern Mediterranean
Resources Dispute
Presenter:
Asli Baysal, Lecturer in Political Science, Center for
European Studies
Tension is simmering in the waters of the Eastern Mediterranean as
Greece and Turkey, both NATO allies but historic rivals, move toward a
possible military confrontation that could end up engulfing the entire
region. A race for oil and gas reserves adds the latest fuel to longstanding friction and disputes between the two nations. Germany is in the
forefront of efforts to de-escalate tensions between the parties. At stake
in the dispute is an estimated 1.7 billion barrels of recoverable oil and
122 trillion cubic feet of natural gas. This dispute is most unwelcome as
the EU struggles to overcome an overarching public health crisis and
resulting economic collapse.

German

ZOOM Course

12:00-1:00pm
Instructor:
Barbara Johnston
Advanced German:
Tuesdays (Sept. 29-Nov.3)
Students should have a basic knowledge of
German. The emphasis is on reading to
improve vocabulary and conversation.

Beginning German:
Wednesdays (Sept. 30-Nov.4)
This is a beginning course in German.
Stories and vocabulary are used to quickly
start using the language. All interested in
learning the German language are invited to
attend.

Fall 2020 Courses
Treasures of the Special Collections at the University of Florida
Tuesdays 10:00am
ZOOM Course
Facilitator:

Roy Hunt

The historical collections of the George A. Smathers Libraries are a national treasure. In “Treasures of the Special
Collections at University of Florida,” curators from the Special and Area Studies Collections Department will highlight six
major areas related to those collections.

September 29: John Nemmers, Curator of the Panama Canal Museum Collection
John Nemmers leads the Panama Canal Museum Collection, which documents the United States era of the Panama
Canal. Nemmers will discuss recent oral history work related to public health efforts and canal workers, as well as
curious and unusual artifacts that have become part of the collection.
October 6: (2 presentations in the one hour ZOOM session)
Suzan Alteri, Curator of the Baldwin Library of Historical Children’s Literature
The Baldwin Library is the largest collection of Anglo-American children’s literature in the world. Curator Suzan Alteri will
discuss experiential aspects of literacy, from the books that children read – or have read to them – to movable books
and interactives enjoyed by children in the past.
&
October 6:
Neil Weijer, Curator of the Harold and Mary Jean Hanson Rare Book Collection
Neil Weijer will present on the history of collecting rare books and early modern books as a formative period in shaping
how we define today’s great collections. He will share insights about what makes a book rare traditionally and how today’s scholarship and teaching have changed that definition.
October 13: Jim Liversidge, Curator of the Popular Culture Collections
Jim Liversidge brings a masterful knowledge of 20th-century American popular culture to his work as a curator. He
recently finalized acquisition of the Bob Hope Collection and will provide a preview of this major new collection, in addition to providing an overview of the Popular Culture Collections.
October 20: Florence M. Turcotte, Curator of Florida Literary History
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings and Zora Neale Hurston rank among this state’s great literary treasures, with the University of
Florida holding selected papers of both authors. Florence Turcotte will talk about each author’s relationship with their
publishers and those who promoted their careers.

October 27: James G. Cusick, Curator of the P.K. Yonge Library of Florida History
James Cusick will discuss this state’s fascinating early history, using historical sources from the P.K. Yonge Library of
Florida History. A highly knowledgeable scholar, Cusick will offer perspectives on maps of Florida and the history of
St. Augustine, as well as the state’s development to the present.
November 3: Paul Kirk, Map & Imagery Library Reference Specialist, with Carol McAuliffe, Librarian of the Map &
Imagery Library
The Sanborn Map Company’s detailed maps for cities around the United States became essential data for insuring
structures against fire in the 19th and 20th centuries. Paul Kirk and Carol McAuliffe present on UF’s holdings of these
maps and explore how the meticulous overlays reveal the state’s history.

Fall 2020 Courses
Beginning Spanish
Facilitator:
Presenter:
Presenter:

12:00-1:00pm

ZOOM Course

Frank Townsend
Tania Abella Fernandez (Tuesday class) Sept. 29-Nov. 3
Allen Zegarra (Thursday class) Oct. 1-Nov. 5

Tania Abella Fernandez and Allen Zegarra are PhD candidates in UF's Dept. of Spanish and Portuguese Studies. Tania
came to the US two years ago from Cuba and Allen is from Peru. Both are experienced teachers and will use the same
curriculum so that students can switch teachers in subsequent semesters.
Frank Townsend is a 3d generation Panama Canal Zonian who served in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in Latin America
before assuming a professorship in civil engineering at UF.

This course will help learners develop skills that integrate listening, speaking, writing and reading comprehension well as
awareness of the cultures of the Spanish-speaking world.
IT WILL BE LIMITED TO THE FIRST 20 REGISTRANTS FOR EACH CLASS, and registrants must select either Tuesday
or Thursday.

Engineering Matters
Facilitators:

Tuesdays

John Axe, Ken Berns

1:30pm

ZOOM Course

September 29 Renewable Energy and the Future of Solar Power
Presenter:
Dr. Charles Hages, UF Professor of Chemical Engineering
In this lecture, a case for renewable energy is presented in the context of our increasing global energy demand. Several leading renewable energy technologies are discussed and compared in terms of their ability to meet our energy needs. Special
focus is given to the progress, challenges, and future of photovoltaics as a renewable energy source.
October 6
The Future of Nuclear Power
Presenter:
Dr. Andreas Enqvist, UF Professor of Nuclear Engineering
Historically, in the US nuclear power has produced between 50-70% of all “emission-free” electricity production. As a
coastal low-lying state, Florida is acutely aware that climate change can have a devastating impact. Further, the use of
nuclear power already saves tens of thousands of lives on an annual basis (how?). We will explore what future nuclear
technologies look like, how the issue of nuclear waste needs to be solved, and why Nuclear Security is the biggest current
nuclear research topic. Is nuclear power production (and other nuclear uses) needed and necessary for the economy and
environment?
October 13
Drug Delivery Systems
Presenter:
Dr. Christopher Batich, UF Professor of Materials Science and Engineering
Getting the right active agent (AI) to the right spot in the right concentration for the right amount of time has a major influence
on the effectiveness. We have worked with the UF Veterinary, Dental and Medical Schools to develop ways to enable this
process and will present several examples of attempts and successful applications. Most of the materials that we work with
include polymers and plastic devices or particles. A major challenge to this area is knowing the best goals for delivery and
how to first achieve them in the laboratory before testing in living systems.
October 20
Novel Electronic and Photonic Devices
Presenter:
Dr. Jiang Xue, UF Professor of Materials Science and Engineering
The elements of the periodic table can combine to form millions of compounds with unusual properties. Our Research Group
is interested in making, measuring and understanding the fundamental physical properties of organic and hybrid organicinorganic materials that have practical use in photovoltaics, lighting, displays, photodetection, circuitry, and sensing.

Fall 2020 Courses
Microbes in Action

Wednesdays

10:00am

ZOOM Course

Facilitator: Paula Crowley
Ever wonder in how many different ways microbes impact your life? Of course you do! This course
will begin the process of looking at how they affect our food supply, accomplish resistance to antibiotics, thrive in biofilm environments, and result in a variety of disease processes. We will also look
at the importance a diverse microbial balance has on our health and well-being.
September 30 Super Bugs and Antibiotic Resistance: Combating “Superbugs” - the Smart Way
Presenter:
Jürgen Bulitta, Ph.D., Professor of Pharmacotherapy & Translational Research, UF
Dr. Bulitta’s research focuses on combating multidrug-resistant bacterial and viral ‘superbugs’ which present one of the
most serious threats to human health. He will describe an integrated approach of how to leverage mechanistic insights to
combat ‘superbugs’ by synergistic drug combinations. This involves novel target site penetration and receptor binding assays, in vitro and animal infection models, as well as translational quantitative approaches to optimize drug discovery and
treatment strategies for patients.
October 7
Host-Pathogen Interactions: Microbiota as a Driver of Health Outcomes in Autoimmune Diabetes
Presenter:
Graciela Lorca, Ph.D., Professor, Microbiology and Cell Science Dept. and the Genetics Institute, UF
In recent years, the intestinal microbiota has emerged as a remarkable component in human health. Alterations in the intestinal microbiota and several of its features have been linked to numerous diseases, including type 1 diabetes (T1D). In this
presentation, approaches to remodeling the gut microbiota through the introduction of new probiotics will be discussed.
October 14
Food Safety in the US: Regulations, Outbreaks and Myths
Presenter:
Keith Schneider, Ph.D., Professor, Food Science and Nutrition Dept, IFAS, UF
Foodborne illness in the U.S. continues to occur despite sweeping food safety regulations instituted by the FDA. Recent
outbreaks associated with Romaine lettuce in 2018 and 2019, and with several ongoing produce outbreaks in the shadow of
Covid-19 in 2020 indicate there is still room for improvement. This lecture will cover sources of food and water contamination in food processing, food distribution and farming practices and how safety can be improved.
October 21
The Good, The Bad, and The Sticky: What Bacteria Have Taught Us About Amyloid
Presenter:
L. Jeannine Brady, Ph.D., Professor, Oral Biology Dept., College of Dentistry, UF
Amyloids are fibrillar protein aggregates most often thought of in the context of pathology such as Alzheimer’s or Parkinson’s Disease. However, functional amyloids are now recognized in all kingdoms of life from bacteria to humans. Our laboratory studies show how oral bacteria produce and utilize amyloid to facilitate their biofilm lifestyle.
October 28
The Human Microbiome in Health and Disease
Presenter:
Jorge Frias-Lopez, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Oral Biology Dept., College of Dentistry, UF
The concept of the human microbiome was first suggested by Joshua Lederberg in 2001, who coined the term
"microbiome”, to signify the ecological community of commensal, symbiotic, and pathogenic microorganisms that share our
body space. There is increasing evidence that the human microbiome is a critical player in the health status of humans. Our
laboratory studies the role that the human oral microbiome plays in several diseases.
November 4 Infectious Diseases and Emerging Pathogens—COVID-19: Sources, Transmission, and Prevention
Presenter:
J. Glenn Morris, Jr., M.D., MPH&TM, Professor and Director, Emerging Pathogens
Institute and Professor of Medicine, Infectious Diseases, UF
COVID-19 is the largest global pandemic since the Spanish Flu of 1918. Where did it come from,
and why is it able to move so rapidly through populations? What are we learning about transmission
of the infection, and who is at greatest risk for disease? Dr. Morris will provide a review of what we
know about the disease, and how to stay safe.

Fall 2020 Courses

Major U.S. Supreme Court Decisions: Hot Decisions From the Supreme Court, 2019-2020 Term
NOTE days and times!
Wednesdays
ZOOM Course
Facilitator: Ellen Efros

Co-facilitator: Lynne Holt

Sept. 30
3:00pm
Jon Mills, Dean Emeritus, Professor of Law:
Overview of past term and presentation of decisions in pair of “faithless electors” cases. Colorado Department of State v.
Baca, Chiafalo v. Washington. A pair of challenges to the constitutionality of so-called “faithless elector” laws – state laws that
penalize or remove a presidential elector who does not vote for the candidate he/she has pledged to support.

Oct. 7
1:30pm
Sharon Rush, Raymond and Miriam Ehrlich Eminent Scholar and Law Professor Emeritus:
Presentation on the issue of qualified immunity and what it means to persons who suffer harm through the actions of state/
federal actors. The purpose is to further the goal of better educated voters and elect those who understand that law/democracy
is complex and that different department/levels of government have to work together for us to achieve equality
October 14
3:00pm
Merritt McAlister, Assistant Professor of Law:
Bostock v. Clayton County, Altitude Express v. Zarda, Harris Funeral Homes v. EEOC. Presentation on cases of LGBT workplace protections and the interplay of Title VII’s ban on employment discrimination. The Court ruled that Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 prohibits firing or disfavoring workers on the basis of their sexual orientation or gender identity.
Oct. 21
1:30pm
Ken Wald, Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Political Science:
Espinoza v. Montana Department of Revenue (separation of church and state re tax credit program to allow funding for education). The Court held that state programs providing tuition assistance to parents who send their children to private schools
discriminated against religious schools and the families whose children attend or hope to attend such schools. Ken also will
discuss the decision in Our Lady of Guadalupe School v. Morrissey-Berruou, whether employees of religious organizations are
protected from employment discrimination by the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
Oct. 28
1:30pm
Anastasia Greene, Immigration Clinical Fellow with Levin College of Law Intimate Partner
Violence Assistance Clinic:
The presenter will discuss Department of Homeland Security, et al. v. Regents of the University of California, et al. The Court
agreed that the decision to terminate the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program violated the APA. The Court
made quick work of the question whether they had the power to review the decision to end DACA and rejected the Trump
administration’s argument that the decision was unreviewable.
Nov. 2 (Monday) 3:00pm
Danaya Wright, Clarence J. Teselle Endowed Professor of Law:
June Medical Services v. Russo (Reproductive Rights). The Court struck down a Louisiana abortion restriction, following longheld legal standards protecting abortion rights and access. The ruling permits the state’s three remaining abortion clinics
to stay open and to provide care. This decision is notable because it marked the second time in four years that the Center for
Reproductive Rights challenged abortion restrictions at the US Supreme Court and won.
Nov. 11
3:00pm
Merritt McAlister, Assistant Professor of Law:
"Trump v. Mazars" and "Trump v. Vance" (both addressing production of Trump’s financial records). By a 7-2 vote in
"Trump v. Vance," the Court cleared the way for prosecutors in New York to seek President Trump’s financial records in a stunning defeat for the President and a major statement on the limits of presidential power. The decision stated that Trump had no
absolute right to block release of the papers. In the "Mazars" case, also a 7-2 vote but one that favored The President, the
Court ruled that the Congress could not, at least for now, see many of the same records. The practical effect of the two decisions (and the concomitant appeals) guarantees that the records will not be made public before the Fall elections.

Fall 2020 Courses
Round Table Discussion in the Algonquin Genre
Moderators:

Rick Gold, Eli Glazer

Thursdays

10:00 am

ZOOM

The Algonquin Round Table was a group of New York City writers, critics, actors, and wits. Gathering initially as part of a
practical joke, members of "The Vicious Circle", as they dubbed themselves, met for lunch each day at the Algonquin
Hotel from 1919 until roughly 1929. At these luncheons, they engaged in wisecracks, wordplay, and witticisms that,
through the newspaper columns of Round Table members, were disseminated across the country.
ILR’s Zoom-based Round Table is a forum for discussion of topics of mutual interest, particularly of current events.
Participants bring their interests, opinions and expertise to the table and engage in spirited, though respectful, debate.
Topics are determined jointly by participants, who must be registered to participate in this class.
Class limit: 30

The Making of Dreaming Alice: Maggie Taylor Through the Looking-Glass
Thursday, October 15
10:00am
ZOOM Course
Facilitator:

Laura Berns

Presenter:
Carol McCusker, Endowed Curator of Photography at the Harn Museum of Art at the
University of Florida
This talk provides a review of the exhibition's expanse, focus and artist's process. It is currently in the
Harn's large Exhibition Hall until January 2, 2021. For those unfamiliar with the artistry of Maggie Taylor,
she is an international art star, and since the early 1990s, is among the first to experiment with and
advance the use of digital technology in fine art photography. She is in demand for exhibitions and teaching workshops worldwide, and lives in Gainesville.

Fall 2020 Courses
In Our Own Backyard - Acclaimed Local Authors
Thursdays
1:30pm
ZOOM Course
Facilitator: Ellen Efros

October 1
Mallory M. O’Connor: For 250 years North Central Florida has been a home and inspiration for generations of writers. Mallory has lived here for 51 years and will discuss the many regional authors and their works and the
rich literary history of the area as well as her own well-received books which, in addition to the American River Trilogy,
now include the “Epiphany” series. Mallory has successfully transitioned between writing fiction and non-fiction.

October 8
Susie Baxter: Calling all memoir writers, Susie will discuss the importance of life experience, especially
in writing memoirs. She will share how she developed, wrote, and published 3 books, including Pumping Sunshine, winner of the 2018 Royal Palm Literary Award. Susie is a fifth-generation Floridian and began recording her memories of
growing up on a tobacco farm near the winding Suwannee River. Each spring she teaches a memoir-writing course at
Santa Fe College.
October 15
Richard Gartee: Flappers are an iconic image of the Roaring Twenties, and new women in the twentieth
century. Richard's latest novel features Flappers and the Roaring Twenties. Although enduring symbols, they were a reaction to the massive losses in World War I and the 1918 pandemic. Richard is an award-wining novelist who has authored, among other literary works, five novels. Both of his “Ragtime Dudes” series have won Royal Palm Literary
Awards. He dedicated his latest “Dudes” book to his father who urged him to write a second one.
October 22
Shelley Mickle: Shelley is a nationally recognized, critically acclaimed writer with her own page describing her many books on Amazon. She successfully has made the transition to non-fiction writing and will discuss how and
why she made the transition. Her new non-fiction book, Borrowing Life, has received excellent reviews and she now is
working on a book about Teddy Roosevelt. She has been a resident of Gainesville for 40 years. The Queen Of October
was a N.Y. Times Notable Book and a Library Journal top 10 book of l989. Her second novel, Replacing Dad, won a
Friends of American Writers Award and was made into a CBS/Hallmark Channel movie starring Mary McDonnell.
October 29
Lola Haskins: Lola is a nationally recognized and acclaimed local poet, mostly known for her thirteen
books of poetry. She also, however, has published three books of prose, including Fifteen Florida Cemeteries, Strange
Tales Unearthed. Her poetry awards include three book prizes, prizes for narrative and nature writing, and several fellowships. Besides appearing widely in magazines, her work has been broadcast on BBC and NPR. Her presentation will
focus on two books published 30 years apart: Forty- Four Ambitions for the Piano (1990) and Asylum, Improvisations on
John Clare (2019). Her presentation will include selections of the song cycle which was composed by Paul Richards
between 2004-2011 in close collaboration with Lola for the first book, a most unusual display and recognition of her
talents.
November 5 Julie Robitaille: Many readers who live in this area have heard of Julie’s Cory Marin Series. The series
features a strong female detective, with a complicated love life and a diverse group of friends who are her “family.” Julie
will describe her background as a writer and the inspiration for her current best-selling and well received mystery series.
She will describe her writing and creation process, including how she comes up with ideas for novels, how she develops
a plot, does research, organizes scenes, how she writes the first draft, solicits feedback, and revises a novel. Julie lives in
Gainesville and works the area and well-known eateries and landmarks into each of her Marin novels. She also writes
short stories, screenplays, and is getting ready to launch a Young Adult dystopian series.

Fall 2020 Courses
Opera

Fridays

1:00pm

ZOOM Course

Opera season is back with a selection of operas from the Met Opera Productions. Each opera will be introduced by the
facilitator and streamed for your enjoyment.
October 2
Il Tabarro (1 hour)
Facilitator:
Coni Gesualdi
Puccini’s dark tale of revenge, is enhanced by the magnificent voices of Placido Domingo and Teresa Stratas in this 1994
Metropolitan Opera production, conducted by James Levine.
October 9
Pagliacci (1 hour 19 minutes)
Facilitator:
Coni Gesualdi
Luciano Pavarotti and Teresa Stratas come together to create a fabulous rendition of Ruggero Leoncavallo’s Pagliacci, a
blazing drama in which theater and real life collide.
This 1994 Metropolitan Opera production is conducted by James Levine.
October 16
Electra (1 hour 52 minutes)
Facilitator:
Ray Jones
Electra, a one-act opera by Richard Strauss and libretto by Hugo von Hofmannsthal, is based on the Greek tragedy by
Sophocles’. The opera was first performed in 1909. It concerns the family of King Agamemnon and the desire for revenge for his murder by Electra and her brother, Orest. Electra’s mother and her lover were Agamemnon’s murderers.
The cast includes Nina Stemme as Electra, Deborah Voigt as her sister, Chrysothemis, and Donald McIntyre as Orest.
October 23
Iolanta (1 hour 40 minutes)
Facilitator:
David Hickey
Anna Netrebko stars in the last opera Peter Tchaikovsky composed. This 1892 one-act done by the Met for the first
time in 2015 will entrance you with some of his most uplifting operatic melodies.
October 30
Cavalleria rusticana (1 hour 15 minutes)
Facilitator:
Forrest Crawford
A classic verismo opera, Pietro Mascagni’s Cavalleria rusticana, features the wonderful voices of Eva-Marie Westbroek,
Patricia Racette and Marcelo Alvarez. Principal Conductor Fabio Luisi conducts this David McVicar 2015 Met Opera
production.

Etiquette Tips for Meeting Attendees:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Keep your microphone muted unless recognized to speak or ask a question.
Always be mindful of background noise.
Position your camera properly (eye level, good lighting).
Limit distractions.
Turn camera off if multi-tasking.
Prepare in advance to optimize participation, focus and engagement.

Registration has never been easier.
After reviewing the bulletin, click on the Registration Link below, select
your class choices and press SUBMIT! You’re DONE!
You will see a screen that says your registration is complete. No need to
click on the JotForm buttons. You will also receive an email confirmation
back from JotForm that you have successfully registered and no further
action is required. Thank you for participating in our fall semester.
Registration Link: https://form.jotform.com/202446799591065

Like us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/ILR352
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Julie Ann Ariet

2020 ILR Curriculum Committee

Chair
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Laura Berns, Ellen Efros, Rick Gold, Richard Grusin, Diane Haines, Lynne Holt, Roy
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