You are invited to attend our next

Elder Exchange
A monthly Academic Forum Discussing Issues
of Christian Faith & Life

“How Can I Help? Understanding
Dementia and Appropriate Responses to
Affected Persons and Their Families”
Mary Kay Adams, Musician & Professor
Thursday, January 10, 2019 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Detwiler Auditorium, VMRC
The Format: A thoughtful presentation will be shared, followed by two invited responders
and then open group dialogue, to discern its resonance with vibrant Christian faith.
Presentation Synopsis: Caring people want to help families and individuals who are dealing
with dementia, but they are often hesitant because they aren’t sure what actions might be
meaningful. In this daily presentation we learn about what affected families experience on a
daily basis, raise awareness of behaviors that are common to dementia and offer suggestions
for how compassion can be shown in ways that will truly be helpful.
Speaker Biography: Having retired early to care for her husband Gary,
who has moderate-stage Alzheimer’s, Mary Kay Adams was formally
executive director/principal flutist of the Shenandoah Valley Bach
Festival; assistant director of JMU’s Honors Program and a music
professor and musician in several colleges/universities and symphonies
in Virginia and Arkansas.
Responders: Kristopher Schmidt, Assistant Professor of Biology, EMU
Valda Garber-Weider, RN, MS Certified Dementia Specialist
Moderators: Roman Miller (romanjaymiller@gmail.com)
Richard Bowman (rebowmanmail@gmail.com)

Free. No registration required.
All are welcome - residents, friends, family, community neighbors.
Elder Exchange is an initiative of VMRC residents. Co-sponsored by Anabaptist Center for Religion and Society.

You are invited to attend our next

Elder Exchange
A monthly Academic Forum Discussing Issues
of Christian Faith & Life

“Refugees: Toward a Biblical
Response to a Human Crisis”
Jim Hershberger, Former Director of
Church World Services, Harrisonburg, VA
Thursday, February 14, 2019 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Detwiler Auditorium, VMRC
The Format: A thoughtful presentation will be shared, followed by two invited responders and then
open group dialogue, to discern its resonance with vibrant Christian faith.
Presentation Synopsis: This presentation will focus on two areas. One will be the process of
Refugee Resettlement in the US as outlined in US immigration law and the Cooperative Agreements
that the Federal Government has with Agencies that resettle refugees. The second area is the role
and opportunities for churches in this resettlement process.
Speaker Biography: Jim Hershberger has worked in refugee resettlement for
10 years as both a case worker and director of the Church World Service
Refugee and Immigration Program in Harrisonburg. He along with his wife
Ann has served in Central America for a decade with Rosedale Mennonite
Missions and Mennonite Central Committee. He is a graduate of Eastern
Mennonite University and has a degree in Latin American History from the
University of Virginia. He and Ann live in Linville on a small farm and enjoy
raising Dexter cattle.
Responders: Dorothy Jean Weaver, Professor Emerita of New Testament,
Eastern Mennonite Seminary
Vernon Jantzi, Professor Emeritus of Sociology, EMU, VMRC resident
Moderators: Roman Miller (romanjaymiller@gmail.com)
Richard Bowman (rebowmanmail@gmail.com)

Free. No registration required.
All are welcome - residents, friends, family, community neighbors.
Elder Exchange is an initiative of VMRC residents. Co-sponsored by Anabaptist Center for Religion and Society.

You are invited to attend our next

Elder Exchange
A monthly Academic Forum Discussing Issues
of Christian Faith & Life

“Bioethics: An Anabaptist Strategy for
‘Renewing Your Mind’ (Romans 12:2)”
Bill Hawk, Professor of Philosophy, JMU
Thursday, March 14, 2019 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Detwiler Auditorium, VMRC
The Format: A thoughtful presentation will be shared, followed by two invited responders
and then open group dialogue, to discern its resonance with vibrant Christian faith.
Presentation Synopsis: Humans today conceive, design, mend and end life outside of usual
biological processes. Christians typically respond to medical and technological advances by
defaulting to traditional moral beliefs and practices. Instead of “renewing our minds,” as Paul
advocated, we re-old them. In this conversation, we will discuss several bioethical issues using a
question asking strategy that challenges “conformity to the current age” (including some of popular
“Evangelical Christianity”) and opens new ways of thinking about bioethical possibilities.
Speaker Biography: Bill Hawk is professor of philosophy and chair of Ethical
Reasoning in Action at JMU. He received an MA in religion from EMS, an MA
and PhD in philosophy from Vanderbilt University. Bill has served as VP and
Dean of Academic Affairs at Bluffton University and EMU. Bill’s wife Jean
leads the education department at Bridgewater College, his son Will is an
economist for the Department of Commerce, and daughter Elizabeth Sanchez
is a free-lance editor working with him on a book on ethical reasoning.
Responders: Mark Thiessen Nation, Professor Emeritus, EMS
Martin Rhodes, Ministries Staff, Virginia Mennonite Missions
Moderators: Roman Miller (romanjaymiller@gmail.com)
Richard Bowman (rebowmanmail@gmail.com)

Free. No registration required.
All are welcome - residents, friends, family, community neighbors.
Elder Exchange is an initiative of VMRC residents. Co-sponsored by Anabaptist Center for Religion and Society.

