You are invited to attend our next

Elder Exchange
A monthly Academic Forum Discussing Issues of Faith & Life

“Epigenetics and the Incarnation:
Generational Healing and Transformation
as the Work of the Spirit”
Roy Hange, Charlottesville, Virginia

Thursday, September 13, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Detwiler Auditorium, VMRC
The Format: A thoughtful presentation will be shared on a particular topic, followed by responders
and group dialogue, to discern its resonance with vibrant Christian faith.
Synopsis: How do organismal changes, caused by the modification of gene expression and stress
(both positive and negative), affect transgenerational transmission of trauma memories? What are
the ways established forms of structured Christian prayer for inner healing, including generational
healing, overlap with these new biological understandings? What are the ways that the Scriptures
already hint at or describe this nexus?
Speaker Biography: Roy Hange is co-pastor of Charlottesville Mennonite Church
with his wife Maren, District Minister for Harrisonburg District of VMC, and has
taught peacebuilding courses as an adjunct at Eastern Mennonite University and
the University of Virginia. In all three of these roles his focus is on the connection
of personal transformation and the transformation of systems (family, church,
social, and political). He is currently taking advanced training in Gestalt Pastoral
Care, which is an inner healing ministry that takes into account body processes.
Responders: Rose Huyard, Counselor, Grottoes, VA
Richard Worden, Retired Minister, Park Place, VMRC
Moderators: Richard Bowman (rebowmanmail@gmail.com)
Roman Miller (romanjaymiller@gmail.com)

Free. No registration required.
All are welcome - residents, friends, family, community neighbors.
Co-sponsored by Anabaptist Center for Religion and Society

You are invited to attend our next

Elder Exchange
A Monthly Academic Forum Discussing Issues
of Christian Faith & Life

A Three-person Dialogue on Theology and Politics:
How Would Jesus Vote?
Thursday, October 11, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Detwiler Auditorium, VMRC
The Format: Three persons with differing theological perspectives will each share their insights into the
contemporary political scene. After a listener/respondent summarizes the perspectives, the meeting will be
opened to audience discussion.
John Swartz, Mennonite pastor and writer, resident of Heritage Haven, VMRC
Biography: John Swartz received a B.A. in mathematics from Bridgewater College and an
M.S. Ed. From Madison College. For seven years he taught in a small parochial school in West
Virginia. For over 30 years he has worked with Christian Light Publications in curriculum
development. Currently, John is the pastor of Mable Memorial Chapel in Harrisonburg.
Synopsis: Jesus said His kingdom is not of this world. In 2 Cor. 5:20 His followers are
identified as ambassadors whose calling is to reconcile mankind to God. John believes this is best
accomplished by inviting individuals into the Kingdom of God rather then through political action.
The duty of followers of Christ toward earthly kingdoms and rulers is to obey and pray for rulers and
to be peaceable, productive members of society.
John Sloop, retired Presbyterian pastor, Harrisonburg, VA
Biography: Born to missionary parents, John came to the U.S. to complete high school in NC.
After graduating from Belhaven University, he received M.Div and D.Min degrees from Columbia
Theological Seminary. His 40 years of ministry in Presbyterian churches included being Senior Pastor
at First Presbyterian Church, Harrisonburg, for 27 years. John now serves the church as a guest
preacher/teacher and is active in the Harrisonburg City GOP. He is an avid reader.
Synopsis: “When I say, ‘Jesus is Lord’, I mean that He is Lord of all my life, including my
engagement with culture. Jesus further calls me to be salt. Salt is both curative and preservative.
Salty saints will engage the culture through the political process with the transformative truth claims
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Salt also creates thirst. My engagement in society is used by God’s
Spirit to create in the body politic a deep hunger and thirst for the Savior. How do I think Jesus would
vote? Come find out!”
Harriett “Betsy” Hayes, associate professor of sociology, Bridgewater College
Biography: Harriet E. Hayes, Division Head of Humanities and Social Sciences at Bridgewater
College, received her B.A. from Kenyon College and M.A. and Ph.D. from Brandies University. She is
currently collaborating with Essential Partners on a research project examining the use of dialogue in
developing intellectual humility and conviction in and beyond college classrooms.
Synopsis: Raised in the Episcopal Church, Betsy spends her academic career living and
working in educational settings with strong relationships to faith-based communities. Accepting the
label “progressive,” and believing civic engagement supports her Christian commitment to alleviating
poverty, promoting social justice and seeking peace, she firmly believes that Jesus would model a
practice of civil disclosure that can help us transcend our political polarization and reinvigorate our
democracy.

Listener/Responder: Harvey Yoder, Pastor and Counselor, Harrisonburg, VA
Moderators: Richard Bowman (rebowmanmail@gmail.com)
Roman Miller (romanjaymiller@gmail.com)

Free. No registration required. All are welcome - residents, friends, family, community neighbors.
Co-sponsored by Anabaptist Center for Religion and Society

You are invited to attend our next

Elder Exchange
A monthly Academic Forum Discussing Issues
of Christian Faith & Life

“Origen: Third Century Egyptian Theological
View on Justification in the Book of Romans”
Nancy Heisey, Professor of Bible & Religion
Thursday, November 8, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Detwiler Auditorium, VMRC
The Format: A thoughtful presentation will be shared, followed by two invited responders and then
open group dialogue, to discern its resonance with vibrant Christian faith.
Synopsis: Origen, the third-century Egyptian theologian, if he is known at all, is usually remembered
as a “heretic,” a designation given him by a church council 200 years after his death. In this
presentation we consider him as a biblical scholar, specifically his Commentary on Romans, only
recently translated into English. How did Origen influence later readers of Scripture on one of Paul’s
central concepts, “justification?”
Speaker Biography: Dr. Nancy Heisey has taught for twenty years at Eastern
Mennonite University, and currently serves part-time as associate dean at
Eastern Mennonite Seminary. She grew up among Navajo people with
Brethren in Christ missionary parents and served Mennonite Central
Committee and Mennonite World Conference. Her PhD dissertation (Temple
University, 2000) was on Origen.
Responders: William Abshire, Professor of Religion and Philosophy,
Bridgewater College
Larry Clark, Retired Pastor, Park Gables Resident, VMRC
Moderators: Roman Miller (romanjaymiller@gmail.com)
Richard Bowman (rebowmanmail@gmail.com)

Free. No registration required.
All are welcome - residents, friends, family, community neighbors.
Elder Exchange is an initiative of VMRC residents. Co-sponsored by Anabaptist Center for Religion and Society.

You are invited to attend our next

Elder Exchange
A monthly Academic Forum Discussing Issues
of Christian Faith & Life

“Caring for God’s Creation: Anabaptists and
Climate Change”
Doug Graber Neufeld, Harrisonburg, VA

Wednesday, December 12, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Detwiler Auditorium, VMRC
The Format: A thoughtful presentation will be shared, followed by two invited responders and then
open group dialogue, to discern its resonance with vibrant Christian faith.
Synopsis: There is a scientific consensus that climate change is real, is caused by humans, and will
have serious impacts. None-the-less, there is little motivation in the general public for either
personal or political action to address this issue. Although Anabaptist communities traditionally
have a close relationship to the land, attitudes and practices on climate issues generally reflect those
of the general public. This talk will explore what current research tells us about what determines our
responses to the threat of climate change, with a focus on how theology intersects with science and
social science disciplines in forming a Mennonite understanding of creation care.
Speaker Biography: Doug Graber Neufeld is Director of the Center for Sustainable
Climate Solutions (a collaborative effort of EMU, Goshen College, and MCC), and
Professor of Biology at EMU. He has a Ph.D. from the University of Texas, Austin,
and works with environmental issues both locally and in international contexts.
Doug lives in Harrisonburg with his wife and two sons, Alex and Evan, with whom
he enjoys may nights of camping in beautiful Appalachia.
Responders: Wayne Teel, Professor of Geographic Science, JMU
Calvin Redekop, Professor Emeritus of Sociology, Conrad
Grebel College, Park Village resident, VMRC
Moderators: Roman Miller (romanjaymiller@gmail.com)
Richard Bowman (rebowmanmail@gmail.com)

Free. No registration required.
All are welcome - residents, friends, family, community neighbors.
Elder Exchange is an initiative of VMRC residents. Co-sponsored by Anabaptist Center for Religion and Society.

