COVID-19 UPDATE
For Residents, Family Members, and Staff
Tuesday, July 7th, 2020
Could a recent study by investment banking giant Goldman Sachs be an “ah-ha” moment in
the nation’s fight against COVID-19? As new confirmed cases continue to spike and states
across the country grapple with the potential for shuttering parts of their economies again,
Goldman Sachs gives us a new perspective, and it just may be worthy of our attention.
First, here are the factors the Goldman Sachs study considered:
 Gross domestic product (GDP) before states mandated “stay-at-home” orders
 Decline in GDP with stay-at-home orders in effect, estimated as high as 17%
 Rebound in GDP as states have re-opened
 Possibility of new state/local shutdowns due to the huge spike recently in virus cases
 Percentage of people who wear face masks without state/local mask orders in place
 Percentage of people who wear face masks with state/local mask mandates in place
The simple conclusion is that wearing face masks when in public settings does prevent the
spread of COVID-19 which dramatically improves community health outcomes and,
therefore, may be key to avoiding another round of business shut downs and the snowballing
effect on the economy that doing so would have.
Face Mask Wearing equals
Fewer COVID 19 Cases equals
Improved Community Health Outcomes equals

Sustained Business Activity
This linkage is very real, but it appears that the equation is only effective when mask
mandates are imposed. Goldman believes this evidence supports a national mask mandate
until the number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 falls back to the baseline. In surveys done

in more than 20 locations around the country where mask mandates are in effect, adherence
to mask wearing increased by as much as 40%. This suggests it was the mask mandate that
moved people to action. On a national scale, Goldman concludes that a country-wide
mandate could result in a 15% increase in a mask wearing, which would likely be enough to
allow for continued freedom of movement and consumer activity and in doing so, help avoid
another round of more severe business shutdowns.
It seems odd that it takes a government mandate to spur people to do what seems so right
and so obvious. Many of us remember all too well that wearing seatbelts didn’t really occur
routinely until government-imposed strict seatbelt laws were enacted. Maybe a national
mandate on wearing face masks is not all that different. And, if that’s what it takes to keep
people safe and healthy and keep our economy running, then maybe it’s time to bring it on!
No New COVID-19 Cases
Active COVID-19 Cases at The Pines as of: 7/7/20
Non-Health Center Staff:
1 case
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Screening Station #1 To Move
In the coming days Screening Station #1, currently where Avinger Lane and the new Poplar
Meadows Road intersect, will be relocated to the intersection of Avinger Lane and
Kimbrough Circle. This relocation will provide the staff greater flexibility related to their
responsibilities.
Construction Update
Rodger Builders continues to be busy this July. Click here to read their latest report and view
numerous photos of their construction progress: Rodgers Report. Here are some highlights:
 New Nursing Wing: continued drywall finishing, casework installation as well as trim
and siding. Elevator to be installed.
 Villa 1: MEP rough-ins and insulating walls on 2nd floor continues.
 Villa 2: Brick installation and hanging of finished ceilings on level one continues.
 Phase Two Dining: final paint and space to be cleaned.
 Davidson Room addition: window and wall framing continues.
 Fitness Center/Rooftop Terrace: various roofing activities including the installation of
plumbing and waterproofing of basin walls.

(Photos from left: Nursing Wing first floor framing for dome; Villa #1 retaining wall; new
Davidson Room window)

Fourth of July Celebration
The day may have been a bit steamy, but the “Watermelon and Music” 4th of July concerts at
The Pines were refreshing! The Shawn Ervin Trio, featuring vocalist Brenda Wallace, (pictured
below) entertained The Pines’ community with patriotic songs and instrumental solos. Fun
prizes were awarded. It was also great day to wear some red, white and blue. Steve Jewell
and Nancy Ellington (first two pictured below) know how to make our community smile!
Thank you, Cathy Baily and Art Englebardt, for sharing photos.

The Results Are In!
The Recreation Committee organized another fun ‘Rock The Walk’ contest
last Sunday. Words were painted on rocks and posted on boards along the
walkable parts of the campus. The goal was to find all (or most) of the
words and combine them into a quote with an Independence Day theme.

The Committee reports the following:
The sixteen-word quote we used is from John Dickenson: “Then join hand in hand brave
Americans all! By uniting we stand, by dividing we fall.”
At least fifteen rule sheets were picked up so we know at least fifteen teams were
participating. We think there were many more judging by the number of residents we
observed early Sunday morning with note pads in hand. Judging by the number of answers
we received, this was a challenge.
Our prize winners are Martha Honeywell and Candy Wood.
Before your Recreation Committee plans Rock the Walk III, we would like your feedback.
Should we plan another on Sunday, September 6 (Labor Day Weekend)? If so, how can we
make it more interesting and increase participation? For example, we know that some of the
words were hard to find. We can certainly make them more visible (larger, day glow paper,
etc). Share your thoughts by emailing Cathy Baily: cathy.jim.baily@gmail.com
Pines Neighbor on a Morning Walk
Sherman Kahn recently ran across this
fellow on campus!
You never know whom you will meet
while strolling along Kimbrough Circle.

Speaking of Nature…
Inspired by Ken Pedersen’s recent photo, John Williamson
shares the following about the Coleopteran (known to most
of us as the beetle):
“J. B. S. Haldane, maybe the best thinker of all time, was
once asked “What has your study of biology taught you
about the nature of God?” The answer? “He has an
inordinate love of beetles”.
Why such an answer? There are more species of beetles in the world than any other animal.
For my botanically oriented friends: Orchids. (there are) more orchids than any other plant.”
Click here: Haldane to learn more about this early 20th century British scientist or Google his
name to learn even more. There is much to learn about the work of J. B. S. Haldane!
Closing Image
John Griffith shares one of his recent watercolors with the following note: “When it rains in
our backyard the trees frogs have a great time chirping and croaking. Here they are keeping
each other dry!” What a delightful image – thank you, John.

