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Poetry Corner

*Everyone is welcome to the Poetry Group the
3rd Wednesday of every month at 3pm in the Creamery*
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ATTENTION ALL RESIDENTS!
If you recall, a few months ago I featured resident’s
pets in the Newsletter?

Please to put a penny
In an old man’s hat.
If you haven’t got a penny,
A ha’ penny will do.
If you haven’t got a ha’ penny,
Well, God bless you.

Well, for February, I would like to feature residents
with their family, whether it be a large group photo,
just you with your grandkids, kids, or whoever is family to you! You must be in the picture! Please email the
pictures to me no later than January 13th. If you have
any questions, please feel free to email or call me.
Looking forward to seeing your memories!

~Old English Rhyme

							- Kim

THE ED VIEW

WINTER
POT LUCK
DINNER
SUNDAY
FEBRUARY, 17th

Happy New Year! The year brings
exciting changes to The Village at
Penn State. I want to take a minute
to review the projects that will be completed with this phase of construction.
The work in this phase focuses on the
third-floor commons area. The new
lobby will create a grand entrance for
all who enter. It will feature a new reception desk, fire place
and sitting area. The library will be renovated and will
include a fire place and sitting area. Our marketing team
will have an office on this floor. This will be the first time
in fifteen years that they will have a permanent office space.
The bistro will be located in the areas of the former creamery and gift shop. This will offer you another dining venue
with a casual feel. Finally, the current dining room and cub
lounge will receive a face lift with new paint, carpeting, window treatments and furniture. This phase is expected to be
completed this spring. Please see photos in this issue.
Ellen Corbin
Executive Director, The Village at Penn State

Mark your calendars
on Sunday, February 17th,
for our
Winter Pot Luck Dinner.
Details will be in your cove box
in late January. Start going through
your recipes for the dish you want
to share at the dinner.

ALL are invited…cooks,
bakers, eaters… for an
evening of good food and
good conversation.
Any questions, contact:
Rosalie Dietz at 238-2757

MEET JENNY PETERS
I live in Philipsburg with my sons,
Luke, 14, and Mason, 11, and my
multi-poo, Tucker. My sons keep
me busy with baseball, basketball,
and wrestling. In our spare time,
we enjoy amusement parks and
visiting friends and family in
Ocean City, Maryland. I love
dressing Tucker up in silly outfits, even though he isn’t
always a fan. I also enjoy canoeing and relaxing with a
hot bubble bath.
I have a BA from IUP with a major in Criminology and
a double minor in Pre-Law and English. During my
11-year correctional career, I worked as a Correctional
Officer, Classification Counselor, and Unit Manager. In
2013, I decided to enter the healthcare field and earned
my CNA. I worked at a long-term care facility for 5
years and graduated from Practical Nursing School. I
am looking forward to sitting for the state boards soon
and am happy to finally be doing what I am meant to do!
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ARIETTA WOMEN’S ENSEMBLE CONCERT by Gerard J. Gross
Resident Anne Gross brought her women’s singing group,
Arietta, to The Village for a Pre-Christmas concert on
Saturday evening, December 1. This was the first concert
that Arietta has performed at The Village. Over 60 Village
residents and friends filled the Community Room for this
event. Arietta has previously performed in many concerts
throughout the Centre County area, including Penn State
and Juniata College events, the PA Arts Fest, and First
Night.

studied at the Moscow Music Conservatory. For this
concert, the group was accompanied for several numbers
by flautist Judy Moore, and by Penn State student
percussionist Zachary Spaw. Gail Ritchey accompanied
Victoria for two piano-duet numbers.

The Arietta Ensemble was founded 19 years ago by a group
of State College Choral Society women who wanted to
keep on singing over the summer months. They originally
met for rehearsals at the old Chi-Chi’s Mexican restaurant,
and called themselves the “Margarita Mamas.” But when
they began to be invited to perform their music at local
church Sunday services, they decided they needed a more
dignified name, and became “Arietta.”
The group is directed by Bellefonte resident Jan Mianulli,
and accompanied by pianist Victoria Petrovsky, who

PSU STUDENT CELLIST RECITAL
Ed Scully performing Bach’s fifth cello suite as well as
another small piece at the Village in mid-December. He
was accompanied on one piece by PSU Music professor,
Thomas Cody. Originally from the Northern Virginia
area, Ed Scully came to Penn State University to pursue
both a graduate certificate and a master’s degree in cello
performance.
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DOOR DECORATIONS
AT THE ATRIUM

DECEMBER SIGHTS AT THE VILLAGE

RADIO PLAYERS PRESENTED FIBBER MCGEE AND MOLLY

5

CULINARY CORNER

Given the recent E coli outbreak, and the recall
of all Romaine Lettuce across the U.S., we felt
it necessary to explain how this process works
“behind the scenes”. Over the years, with serious
food related outbreaks, and improvements in
communication technology; operators are able
to react much quicker to potential food related
threats. In this most recent occurrence, I was
first “tipped off ” by a resident at approximately
4:35pm on a Tuesday, to which we immediately
researched the information via the internet.
That search revealed a few stories (posted
within the hour) about a “potential outbreak
linked to Romaine Lettuce”. As an operator
we made a quick decision to err on the side of
caution and do the prudent thing and pull all
romaine at that point prior to dinner service.
We scrambled to remove all Romaine from
all levels of care as quickly as possible. The
challenge to these types of events is that the
process of tracking and identifying the source
is a very difficult one that takes time. I believe
that in this scenario it took roughly two weeks
to pin point the source of infection and for the
CDC to say that Romaine was again safe to
serve from a known source. In the Dining
Department, we will always do the prudent
thing to ensure we are always serving safe
products. This was also the first time we used
our in house SARA system to communicate
this information to residents, which worked
well, and we will continue to utilize that
communication vehicle in the future.
			

~Duane Leitzell

GIVING TREE

Thanks to the generosity of the residents, staff and friends
of The Village at Penn State, the 9th Annual Giving Tree
Project was an incredible success. Over 75 individuals
signed up to purchase items for local families with limited
income. Gift requests were for a variety of household items,
snowsuits & mittens, jeans, pajamas, craft kits, games,
Barbie dolls, and action figures. This year we surpassed
our goal of purchasing 113 gifts, with many individuals
wanting to buy additional items. It is heartwarming to
see our Village family take the financial stress off parents
so they may make the holidays special for the children.
Dana Gregg would like to especially thank Kellie Vogt
and Sheryl Miller for their assistance in helping coordinate
the project.

CALENDAR RED CARPET (CONT.)
Here are some statistics I thought might interest you:
1. We had four people in their sixties.
2. 22 people in their seventies.
3. 43 people in their eighties.
4. 17 people in their nineties.
5. We had a star of the first calendar who turned 100 just
after the 3rd calendar.
6. Seven people from the first calendar and one from the
second are no longer with us.
There were many wonderful people who helped. Just look
at the back of #3. But. . . all things must come to an end.
Doing the calendars was very expensive and time consuming.
We thought three was a nice figure on which to bring down
the final curtain. But we hope Kellie Vogt will, just as she
always has used, is using the 3rd to keep the torch flaming
with Village Movies. You can purchase your 2019 calendar
in Ellen’s office for $20. The proceeds of the calendars go to
the Benevolent Fund at the Village, so besides doing
something fun, we did something that was worthwhile.
					~Helen Manfull
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MONDAY KNITTING
The first Monday knitting group gathered on December 3rd for
a Christmas wrap up of their year. They were able to celebrate
themselves as 100 afghans were given to their friends at the Atrium.
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JULIET’S ANNUAL
DECEMBER LUNCHEON
The Juliet’s annual December
luncheon at the Tavern. This year in
memory of Fran Parker, who would
always order Escargot!
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THE ATRIUM GETS A VISIT FROM
MR. AND MRS. CLAUS
It was a great morning in Happy Valley
when an unexpected light dusting of
snow started to fall just prior to the
arrival of Santa and Mrs. Claus. The
Claus’s made a special trip from the
North Pole to spend two days visiting all
their friends at The Village. Mrs. Claus
was eager to gather her friends around
the piano to lead the group in some of
Santa’s favorite Christmas carols. When
Santa arrived, he passed out candy canes,
danced the Santa jig, and talked with
everyone about their Christmas wishes.

PENN STATE NITTANY LION FOOTBALL
TEAM CAME TO THE VILLAGE
Some players from the Penn State Nittany Lion
Football team came to the Village on November 20th
for a Meet & Greet/ Ice Cream Social. This annual
event is one of the resident’s favorites!
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