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A collage of photos of VPS resident,
Jim S.’s garden! The origination
of Jim’s garden began soon after he
and Bobbie moved to the Village in
November of 2009. When Spring
arrived the following year, Jim took
stock of the grounds surrounding the
cottage and found two near death hedge
roses along the back of the foundation.
A little tender loving care rejuvenated
the roses, so he decided to add a couple
more alongside. After a couple of years
watching these roses develop and not
be devoured by the deer, he decided
to expand his garden and replaced all
vegetation around the cottage, adding
more roses, iris, day lilies, daffodils and
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Asiatic lilies. Additionally, he had a
garden dug across the back of the yard,
a plot 8’ by 75’, to which he added
more roses, day lilies, daffodils and
iris’. Jim noted that his father was a
serious gardener but he personally had
no interest himself while growing up.
When he and Bobbie got married, they
purchased a home in Chatham, NJ that
had an 1 1/2 acres of land. Alongside
of one of the screened in porches was
a row of “Fashion” roses that intrigued
him. During the next 30 years of living
there his garden grew to over 250 rose
bushes. Bobbie and Jim both worked in
NYC and when they returned home
Continued on page 4...

First in Class!

RAINFALL/
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Poetry Corner

*Everyone is welcome to the Poetry Group the
3rd Wednesday of every month at 3pm in the Community Room *

PANDEMIC PUZZLE

A TIME TO TALK
When a friend calls to me from the road
And slows his horse to a meaning walk,
I don’t stand still and look around
On all the hills I haven’t hoed,
And shout from where I am, What is it?
No, not as there is time to talk
I thrust my hoe in the mellow ground,
Blade-end up and five feet tall,
And plod: I go up to the stone wall
For a friendly visit.
~Robert Frost
Submitted by Betsy T.
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Pat Ducato worked on this black and white puzzle to
pass time early in the pandemic!

Submitted by Joan N.

View of the mountains
from The Village
Submitted by Mary Jean M.

THE VILLAGE
RESOURCE GUIDE
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Did you know? The Village Resource Guide is given to new
residents and is available on the VPS website. This newsletter will feature quotes in the coming months to illustrate the
variety of facts included. These two paragraphs from the
State College Community section are timely.

MEET MICHELLE GORIN
Meet Michelle Gorin!

I am the Director of Nursing here at the Atrium at
The Village at Penn State.
I have been here for 15
years and have been the
DON for 13 years.
I love what I do. I really feel like when I come
to work I am working with my family. My staff
and our residents are important to me.
I have been married for 24 years and have 2
girls. My husband and I love being empty
nesters. We bought a Harley Davidson tri glide
trike over a year ago and enjoy going for both
short evening rides during the week and longer
day rides on weekends.
We also enjoy traveling. We don’t have a favorite place to go, just getting away and spending
time with one another is what we love. We are
Dallas Cowboy football fans, and 3 years ago,
we traveled to Arlington to tour The Star and go
to a game. We try to get in a game once a year,
this year will be an exception.

Voting in Person
The polling place for most of The Village is Patton North 1,
located in the Patton Township Building at 100 Patton
Plaza. (Patton Plaza is off the Valley Vista exit ramp from
I-99 South, across from Home Depot.) The Village provides bus service for residents on Election Day, including
for residents of the 5 cottages in College Twp. If you are
from out of state, you can register to vote when you apply
for a PA driver’s license. If you are moving within PA, even
within State College, you need to fill out a Registration by
Mail form with your old and new address so you will be able
to vote at your new polling place. Forms are available at the
front desk. Be sure to take a current, government-issued
photo ID with you when you vote for the first time in your
new precinct. PA residents may also register to vote or to
update a current PA voter registration online. The website
is register.VotesPA.com
Voting by Mail
If you plan to vote using an absentee or mail-in ballot in
the 2020 general election held on November 3, 2020, your
completed application must be received in the Centre
County office by 5:00 PM on October 27. The deadline
for your voted mail-in ballot to be received (not just postmarked) is 8:00 PM on November 3. Forms are available at
the front desk. If you are uncertain if you will be receiving
a mail in ballot in the mail, you can contact the Centre
County voter registration office to verify at 355-6703.
If you’re a registered voter with a valid PA Driver’s License
or PennDOT ID number, you may apply online at
www.pavoterservices.pa.gov/
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Take Time to
Smell the Roses (CONT.)

RECYCLING
ROUNDUP
JUST WHAT IS
MISCELLANEOUS
PLASTIC, ANYWAY?
The simplest answer is if a container is not a plastic
Bottle, Jug or Jar, it is Miscellaneous Plastic. Some
examples: “clam shell” style food containers; yogurt,
margarine, cottage cheese, butter, Olive Bar, and
plastic deli containers. These are to be placed in
the so-marked “Miscellaneous Plastic” bin in each
recycling room in the apartment buildings. Cottage
residents need to take their Miscellaneous Plastics
to one of six dropsites in Centre County. Two
convenient locations: Patton Township’s building
behind the fire station (and across the road from
Home Depot), and Centre County Recycling &
Refuse Authority, Transfer Rd., off Route 26,
Bellefonte--close to the old Nittany Mall. Both of
these locations are about 12 minutes from The
Village. As always, rinse to remove food residue
before recycling.
However, some plastic containers are not acceptable
even in the miscellaneous category. These include
plastic beverage cups and lids, flower pots and
buckets; protective packaging for toys, batteries and
other household products. NOTE: NO RIGID
BLACK PLASTIC ITEMS OF ANY KIND! NO
STYROFOAM. Dispose of the above items with
your trash. Plastic bags are to be stuffed in the bag
for plastic bags (only) in each recycling room. Or
they may be dropped off at supermarkets as one
enters these markets.
Jim T.
Chairman, Village Recycling Committee
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from work, Jim would go to the yard and cut roses for the
house. There were always plenty to pick. Over the past few
years at the Village, Jim’s garden has continued to grow
adding many additional flower varieties and ground covers. His garden now has expanded to over 100 rose bushes.
By the way, the two original hedge roses continue to thrive
and now are major players in the rear garden.

Bellefonte Art Museum
Gallery at The Village

“The Art of Alex Ramos”
August 1 - October 31, 2020
Meet and Greet with Alex Ramos
The art works by Alex Ramos are now on exhibition in
the Bellefonte Art Museum gallery located near the Lion’s
Den. On Sunday, September 6th, we are scheduling times
to meet Alex and chat about his art. We will meet in the
Lion’s Den in groups of ten. Three different times, 1:00 pm,
1:45 pm and 2:15 pm will be offered. RSVP on the signup
sheet in your newsletter. Please address questions to
Pat House by email -prhouse3@yahoo.com.

The Village’s Got Talent
Brought to you by the Resident Art Wall Committee

WELCOME
NEWCOMERS!

Carolyn S.
Moved to The Village from
Anacosta, WA

Gene & Carol W.
Moved to The Village from
Salisbury, PA

Caroline P. & Paul J.
Moved to The Village from
State College
Anne R. (not pictured)
Moved to The Village from
Boalsburg, PA
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KNITTING NEWS

CULINARY
CORNER
As summer draws to a close we can all take
advantage of the bountiful local produce that
surrounds us. Everywhere I travel this time of year
there are vendors, big and small, offering a wide
variety of vegetables, fruits, & greens at almost
give away prices!
Even with the current dining restrictions in place
all of us in dining services are doing our very best
to showcase local food products. Look for locally
sourced side vegetables, dessert fruits, and accompaniments to entrée features.
Here’s a recipe we served recently, “summer tomato
& roast corn salsa with blue crab”. It’s super easy and
quick to prepare. It’s also quite versatile, try it on
seafood, poultry, or even grilled steak.

Summer crab salsa (Serves 3-4)
• Vine ripe tomatoes, diced small , 2ea
• Fresh corn on the cob, quick roasted, 2ea
• Red onion, fine dice, 1/2ea
• Green onion, sliced, 4ea
• Cilantro, chopped, 1tbs
• Honey, 1tbs
• White balsamic vinegar, 2oz
• Olive oil, 1oz
• Dijon mustard, 1tsp
• Losher salt & black pepper, to taste
• Lump crab, 8oz
Place all ingredients in a mixing bowl and combine
gently. Serve within an hour to ensure freshness.
I hope you enjoy all the incredible local produce that
comes with this time of year. I’ll be the first one to
warn that winter is just around the corner.
Enjoy,
Matt Lambert
Executive Chef, The Village at Penn State
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In the fall of 2011 six Village residents
met and decided to start a Knitting Group. Designed
initially as a way to bring together residents with an
interest in hand crafts, while at the same time enjoying a cup of coffee and a lot of chatter, the group has
continued since then to meet the first Monday afternoon of each month at 2PM. And in 2013, for those
in the group who chose to have more of a focus, it was
decided that those who were interested might make
afghans for our residents in the Atrium. This month
we are celebrating the news that to date 130 blankets,
made by the group members who either knit, crochet,
or quilt, have gone to Atrium residents. And countless
knit caps have also been given to The Cancer Institute
at Mount Nittany Hospital and to The Cancer Institute at Hershey Medical Center. And, of course, some
members create gifts for family and friends or just
drop in to join the fun!
All are welcome…and donations of yarn are always
appreciated as well.
The accompanying photo shows Edith K., Pat D.,
and Nancy M., members of the Knitting Group, with
recently finished projects ready for delivery to our
friends in the Atrium and Personal Care Unit here at
The Village.
Submitted by Betsy T.
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PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST
Join the fun! The Village at Penn State is having a photography contest!

“THROUGH THE EYE OF THE VILLAGE RESIDENT”
Requirements are simple:

• You must have taken the photo anytime throughout your lifetime
• You can enter your photo(s) in different categories, please specify
the category and where the photo was taken
• Photo must be submitted by September 18, 2020
• Photo must be at least 3 ½ x 5 in size
All submissions turn into an exhibition on the resident art wall
(and will be in the VPS newsletter).
Your fellow residents choose the winning images.
Each person may submit a maximum of 4 images.
Categories:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Landscape (includes seasons, flowers, sunrise, sunset, etc.)
People
Animals
Black and White
Action (sports, outdoor events, etc)
Architecture

Photos can be landscape or portrait mode.
The photo does NOT need to be matted and framed, although it is preferred. We will need to
mat and/or frame it for display. If you cannot print your own photos, please see Kim McGinnis.
Photos can be turned in to Hazel and Bill France, W305.
Any questions contact Kim McGinnis @ 235-8902 or Hazel France @ 571-6869 or 238-2125
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ATRIUM NEWS

Experimenting with Creativity!
Lately, the residents at the Atrium have been
experimenting with their creativity! We have all been
watching the birds in the courtyards for some time,
and brainstormed different ideas of activities we could
do during quarantine. We had a great idea of creating
birdhouses! The residents at the Atrium decorated and
painted birdhouses to decorate their rooms and the
courtyard! We even discussed eventually using the
birdhouses for Christmas tree decorations this winter!
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