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First in Class!
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Poetry Corner

*Everyone is welcome to the Poetry Group the
3rd Wednesday of every month at 3pm in the Art Studio *

My Garden
A garden is a lovesome thing, God wot!
Rose plot,
Fringed pool
Ferned grot-The veriest school
Of peace; and yet the fool
Contends that God is not-Not God! in gardens! when
the eve is cool?
Nay, but I have a sign;
'Tis very sure God walks in mine.
~T. E. Brown
Submitted by Jerry Gross
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POOL FITNESS HAS
BECOME QUITE POPULAR
WHILE SOCIAL DISTANCING

Limerick Contest
The front desk is
her domain,
No entrance to gain.
Our questions she
answers,
Our problems she solves.
And how she does it,
blows my brain.
~ Connie
There once was a girl from
State College,
Who didn’t come looking
for knowledge,
As the men gathered
around
To her horror she found
To a man, they were all in
their dotage!
~ Joan
“Don’t sulk and suck
your thumb;
Stand up and get
things done.
It’s better to be on the run
And to plan for a bit
of fun.
It surely beats being
a nun!”
~ Mimi
A woman from The
Village of Penn State,
When confined, learned to
Love, and not to Hate;
When the going
got tough.
And she had had enough;
She hitched up her jeans,
and faced down her fate!
~ Annetta
I sit in my room filled
with fear.The news says
the virus is near.
I stare at the screen
I feel I’m unclean.
Look outside! See the sun!
Spring is here!
~ Jerry

There was a lady
names Sterling
With a head of hair that
kept growing.
Covid-19 came around,
No hairdresser to
be found.
So she started her own
hair mowing.
~ Hazel
There once was a group
oh so jolly,
Who liked in the water
to volley.
To play they would
queue,
Set records anew;
This game sure does
beat melancholy!
~ Anne
To Kellie Vogt!
Once a young woman
with caring
Said we all must be
so daring
Daily notes and more
She touches our core
With her emails
and sharing!
~ Judy
There was a lady
named Lisa,
Who decided to order
a pizza.
She invited her friend
for a slice
But ate it all which
wasn’t nice
He told her we’re
through, I don’t like
being teased “da”.
~ Nancy
Continued on page 5...

THE ED VIEW
When my first memo went out on
March 12, 2020, I never thought we
would still be under the COVID-19
restrictions going into June. As I
write this message, the Village has
not had any positive COVID-19 cases
in residents or staff. This is something
we all need to be thankful for. The
COVID-19 restrictions have been
difficult for all staff and residents. Our entire lives have
been turned upside down. But even in the craziest of times,
there is good in the world.
I want to send out a huge THANK YOU to our residents
who have gone above and beyond to make our staff feel
appreciated during this crazy time. Pete and Linda Rohrer
were kind enough to provide lunch for the Village staff.
The staff enjoyed the subs and other goodies they provided.
I would also like to thank Roger and Rosalie Dietz for the
pizza lunch they provided for staff. One last thank you
goes to Jeannie Mercer who sewed fabric masks for
distribution to staff.
Ellen Corbin
Executive Director, The Village at Penn State

MEET SAMANTHA STATHAM
Meet Samantha Statham! I am

the new Community Life Supervisor
at the Village at Penn State. I am a
2019 graduate from Lock Haven
University and I have my bachelor’s
degree in Recreational Management,
with a specific focus in Therapeutic Recreation. In September I received my Certified
Therapeutic Recreation Specialist certification. I have
worked in nursing homes, rehabilitation centers, etc.
since 2014. I enjoy working in therapeutic recreation
because I enjoy making people happy and keeping
them positive through a variety of activities. Outside of
work I enjoy making jewelry, arts and crafts, music and
arts festivals, and spending time with my friends and
family. I am very excited to be a part of The Village at
Penn State and look forward to meeting everyone!
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RECYCLING
ROUNDUP

VPS-So grateful for
their employees!

My thanks to a number of residents who have
provided me with articles, news clips and complete
issues of magazines dedicated to the subject of
recycling. I read all of them, even those that make
my hair stand on end.
Clarification on how to use our green, melamine,
food containers, AKA “greenies.”
Currently, under the all-food-is-delivered policy, the
DR is using approximately 5X the number of greenies
each day than it was in our pre-Covid-19 days. Yes,
5X. One purpose of my Reuse article in the May
issue of Village News was to emphasize the need to
return the greenies to the DR rather than use them as
storage containers for leftovers in our refrigerators/
freezers. Microwaving food in the greenies is
another issue.
Microwave – Food may be reheated, but for no
longer than one minute; allow to stand for a minute
and then reheat for a minute. Continue alternating
until food reaches your preferred temperature. Lids,
as per directions on the bottom of the melamine
cups, should be loosened before inserting container
into a microwave. Follow same guidelines for boxes.
The reasons: Melamine, when continuously exposed
to high temperatures, becomes distorted and
undergoes other changes that shorten its life span.
Refrigerator/Freezer – Industry guidelines on
cold storage aren’t precise. No matter, the goal at
The Village is to not store food in greenies in our
refrigerators/freezers. Use one of your own bowls.
Voile! This will then enable you to rinse and return
the greenies to the dining room as soon as possible.
“Nevah, Nevahs” - Do not cook any food from
scratch in a greenie in a microwave or conventional
oven, or on the stove. Do not put the greenies in the
recycling rooms. They are expensive and are made
to be reused. They are not recyclable.
Please note that 100% of the melamine containers
used in The Village meet the high standards of the
well-regarded National Sanitation Foundation (NSF).
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Jim Tate
Chairman, Village Recycling Committee

FRIDAY NIGHT
HAPPY HOUR
Because residents couldn’t attend Friday night
happy hour, happy hour was taken to them!

Limerick
Contest (cont.)
There once was a man from Brazil,
Who constantly thought he was ill
Wouldn’t go to the Doc,
And, “Oh, what a shock”,
They just buried him up on the hill!
~ Gere
There once was an old man
named Dick,
Who lived at The Village so slick,
He wondered one day
Just what would they say,
When the tax man came to be sick.
~ Dick
I’ve been a philatelist since I
was a child,
And it’s given me the greatest pleasure
all be it mild.
But now since I have stamp
albums galore,
And they’re filling up my apartment
to the core,
I find that I might have to switch to
collecting coins in the wild
~ Dick
Reflection
There once was a man named Cyrus,
Who thought he’d been exposed
to the virus!
So he self-quarantined,
Did what the doctor decreed,
And ended not ill, but desirous!
~ Betsy
There was a young man from Japan,
Who loved to play kick the can,
With a mighty blow,
From the tip of his toe,
He sailed the can to Taipan.
~ Jane
“Everyone here cheers for State
Cause the Nittany Lions are great
Looking forward to Fall
Go! Penn State football
I’m finding it so hard to wait.”
~ Derald

There’s an awful new virus
named “corona”,
And it will not just leave us “alona”.
We cover our face,
As through shopping we race,
And connect with our friends
just by “phona”.
~ Eileen and Dan
Why I love my Garden
I love my gardens cause unique
beasts’ dwell,
Groundhogs love weeds till their
bellies swell,
Rabbits chew all dandelions,
Deer ear crab grass, no denyin’,
But, the beasts’ poop leaves a
bad smell
~ John
There was a young woman
named Polly,
Who thought it was ever so jolly,
To swim in the ocean,
Clothed only in lotion,
An embarrassing folly for Polly.
~ Mary Jean
The weather’s been tiresome.
The virus is worse.
Someone suggested it must be a curse.
Next thing we know there’ll be
rumors of pillage!
But, we’re all quite safe, ‘Cause
we’re here at The Village!
~ Helen
There once was bishop
from Clyde,
Who fell in the outhouse
and died.
His brother the vicar,
Did so but quicker
And now they’re interred
side by side.
~ Dennis
There once was a lady called Kim,
Our programs she filled to the brim.
She kept us so busy
We were practically dizzy,
Did this you lady called Kim.
~ Connie

The Village is our home,
From where we are not roam.
We all wear a mask
“Who are you?” We ask
In this Village we call our home.
~ Connie
There once was a person from Spain,
Who loved going out in the rain,
But, one day – alas,
She slipped on the grass,
And, had to put up with the pain.
~ Gere
Our President Trump is so Smart!
He sent tarts in a cart to the park.
So they wouldn’t be seen,
He put up a big screen,
And they danced in the park
in the dark.
~ Dee
COVID-19
An old gent was happy to move here
With his wife and all of their gear
So many friends around
Til it all was shut down
Now he just sits round on his rear.”
~ Derald
There’s a wonderful place near
Penn State.
We live there and know it’s first rate!
We watched it grow
And, so we should know
The Village at Penn State is great!
~ Hope
Growing up in State College was fun.
We loved sitting out in the sun
School, music and dates
While looking for mates
I found Ron and then I was done!
~ Hope
The response was overwhelming!
I appreciate your participation in
the limerick writing contest!

You all did such a great job! 4 of us
labored over the poems to determine
the winners. It was so difficult to pick
just one! Several were written about
the corona virus so we chose one of
those and another! Congratulations
to Mary Jean and Dan & Eileen
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CULINARY
CORNER

Reminiscing can be one of life’s true,
unpredictable and thrilling, delights.
I would like for those who
wish to share, to share a photo of your mother, father,
parents, grandparents or siblings and one fond memory. If you can keep it concise (a couple sentences) I
will be able to put them all in the newsletter!
Memory is the lens through which we gaze into the
future. Our past experiences, emotions, observations;
our sense of identity ultimately shapes our future
thoughts and actions. And they are constructed
through the tinted viewfinder of our mental memoirs.
For the July newsletter,

Please submit your photo and memory to

Kim McGinnis by June 12th. You can email Kim

or put them in her folder at the front desk.

ICE CREAM SOCIAL
I believe that everyone affiliated with the Village at
Penn State community is ready for a return to familiar day to day activities. The entire dining services
staff and I are no exception. We look forward to the
date we can resume in person dining services.
We are excited to begin the new cycle menu on June
1st. A great deal of effort has gone into sourcing
new, fresher ingredients. An added emphasis towards “made to order” cooking techniques is also
a highlight of the menu. My goal is that the overall
quality of your dining experience is enhanced. I look
forward to your feedback during this period.
We have also partnered with local food producers to
ensure we are offering the freshest possible ingredients while supporting the local economy. Look
for new selections such as fresh pasta, bacon, cured
meats & cheeses. Also, as summer approaches we
will be sourcing produce from local farmer’s markets
to showcase the agricultural bounty of central Pa.
Look for these items to be utilized in daily features,
brunch, and the Bistro.
Please keep your thoughts positive, we will return to
better times!
Matt Lambert
Executive Chef, The Village at Penn State
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The VPS rolling cart
delivered ice cream
to the residents for
a social distancing
ice cream social.
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THE NITTANY
HIGHLAND PIPE BAND
Pipers Drew, Tom and Betsy,
members of The Nittany
Highland Pipe Band, came
to The Village to serenade
our residents.

Put your name in both the ‘subject’ box and the
‘body’ of the email. Submit and wait for an email
confirmation, usually received within 24 hours.
TO SEND A MESSAGE TO ALL ON THE
LISTSERV USE THIS ADDRESS:

VillageResidentNews-L@lists.psu.edu
Add this address to your contact list.
Please include your email address or other contact
information at the end of your outgoing Listserv
emails. This will help users reply directly to you
when appropriate.
Remember when you “hit REPLY” to an incoming
Listserv email, your response will go to all Listserv
users. Is this what you want to do? If not, please
email your response directly to the sender’s address
and others as needed.
If you have any questions, please contact:
Lam Hood or Chuck Krueger
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ATRIUM NEWS
SHARING THOUGHTS OF SPRING
As blooms of April fill the air
Thoughts of spring we wish to share…
All things new cheery and bright
I think of the yellow dandelions, buttercups delight
Flowers and warmer weather thankful for the sun
Watching the birds and tree blossoms blooming
just for fun
Daffodil here daffodil there
It's a sunny day with spring in the air
Warm sunshine, cool breeze, robins happily sing
A fresh beginning every year is why I like the spring
When it rain, rain, rains I love to read a good book
Passing showers, sprinkled flowers; step outside
and take a look

Line Credits & In their
own words, when
thinking of spring:
3. Jean G. - All things new,
cheery and bright
4. Percy P. - Yellow, I think
of flowers dandelions and
buttercups
5. Barbara C. - Warmer,
Flowers and sunshine
6. Jean F. - Bird watching
and tree blossoms
blooming

7. Mort K. - Daffodils
8. Chuck W. - Sunny days,
it’s a sunny day when
spring is in the air
9. Anna B. - The days are
sunny and cool
10. Ted T. - I like spring it’s a
fresh beginning
11. Ann M. - I love to read
and rain, rain, rain
12. Laura M. - Rain showers
and flowers

Traveling Poem by
Atrium Residents & Kylene Walk

JOANNE AND HELEN
ON MOTHER’S DAY
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HALLWAY BINGO

