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First in Class!

RAINFALL/
SNOWFALL
AT THE VILLAGE
by Marion Deppen
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Poetry Corner

*Everyone is welcome to the Poetry Group the
3rd Wednesday of every month at 3pm in the Community Room *

Dinning Room Changes
A long time ago, eating in the dinning room was fun.
Delicious meals were served, you could eat and run.
Then the dark virus came and eating there was over.
The only fun thing to do was taking out Rover.
Meals were delivered to residents in their room.
This activity continued for many moons.
Then to our surprise, the dinning room was reopened
to a few people. This was delightful, like watching
horses jumping steeples.
For a few days there was dinning at tables for two.
"It was quiet and very romantic, residents were no
longer blue.
Now changes have come again, meals delivered to
their rooms.
"I’ll it ever return to normal or we forever doomed?
(Submitted by Pat Snyder)
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DECEMBER’S MUSICAL
INTERLUDES AT
THE VILLAGE
Professor Timothy Deighton (Viola) and
Professor Christopher Guzman (Piano)

A HOT AIR
BALLOON LANDED
AT THE VILLAGE!

MEET RYAN BLETZ
Meet Ryan Bletz! I’m orig-

inally from Springfield Massachusetts. My father’s side
of the family is from Clinton
County P.A. dating back
to the mid 1800’s. I came
here often as a child to visit
relatives and enjoy the great outdoors. After
graduating High School (nowhere near the top
of my class) I enlisted with the Marine Corps as
an infantry soldier and was stationed in Hawaii.
Almost a year to the date after my enlistment
was over, I met my future wife Ruby. We spent
the next dozen plus years together owning and
operating two successful restaurants, a bar, and
a wine and beer shop, all in Waikiki. During
this time I also attended business college, practiced Real Estate, traveled the states and every
continent except Antarctica. Recently we moved
to State College from Florida where we owned
two successful pizza franchisees. I started in the
restaurant business at fourteen, so after almost
twenty years I decided to take a break from that
life, get my CDL license, and have someone
else be the boss. My wife and I look forward to
being able to travel to Alaska once things get
back to normal.

THE ED VIEW
Happy New Year! We do need to
celebrate making it through 2020.
What a crazy year it was. I am hoping
that approvals of the COVID-19
vaccines are the light at the end of
the tunnel we have all been waiting
for. It definitely offers hope to get
this crazy virus under control, so
we can go back to living the lives we all enjoyed prior to
the pandemic. The things I look forward to in 2021 are
not needing to include the “wear your mask correctly”
reminders and not needing to announce new guidance/
restrictions in every memo I send to you. I can’t wait for
the day that we can gather in the cub lounge for happy hour
or gather in the community room for lectures, and concerts
and most of all see residents loading in our big bus to go to
Penn State sporting, musical and theatrical events. Cheers
to a happy and healthy New Year!
Ellen Corbin
Executive Director, The Village at Penn State

The Elves Decorate
Their Tree

Jayna, Judy, Lindsey, and Kim
Submitted by Joan Bouchard
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KEIKO MIWA ROSS COMMITS
ADDITIONAL $3.35 MILLION
TO PENN STATE PROGRAMS

named for Ross: the lobby and a unique, elevated and
glass-enclosed corridor that will connect the facility’s
main building to its education and administration wing
and frame a gateway that will welcome visitors to both
the museum and the adjacent Arboretum at Penn State.
Within the Arboretum, Ross has made a significant gift
to the Pollinator and Bird Garden, set to open next year.
“Penn State has done so much to make me and other State College citizens feel welcome and valued, and
to help us stay connected to the world beyond Centre
County,” said Ross. “The Student Farm, WPSU-TV, and
the University Libraries have all become an important
part of my experience here, and I know that they matter
to many others, too. I am very glad to give back to the
University and support the programs which make this
institution and this community truly unique.”
(Penn State News)

Image: Keiko Miwa Ross in one of the spaces bearing
her name at the Penn State University Libraries.
UNIVERSITY PARK, Pa. — Keiko Miwa Ross, a State
College resident and Penn State’s 2020 Philanthropist of
the Year, has made new gifts that deepen connections
between the University Park campus and the com
munity. In celebration of her gifts, the University has
named, in her honor, the Student Farm, a program
of the Penn State Sustainability Institute; the WPSU
Production Studio; and the Study Center in the
Tombros and McWhirter Knowledge Commons in
the University Libraries.
“Dr. Ross has embraced and embodied our land-grant
mission to serve our community as well as our students,
and she is a true philanthropic leader both for the
‘Greater Penn State’ campaign and for all Penn Staters,”
said University President Eric Barron. “Her support is all
the more remarkable because she has chosen to support
Penn State not as a graduate of our institution, but as a
member of the public who has experienced firsthand the
way that the University shapes countless lives in our region and beyond. The spaces that will bear her name also
bear witness to her extraordinary vision and generosity.”
Earlier this year, Ross was honored for her transformational philanthropy with Penn State’s Philanthropist of
the Year award. Her support to areas across the University Park campus includes a $7.5 million gift to the
new landmark Palmer Museum of Art building, which
pushed the project to its initial $13.9 million fundraising
goal. Currently slated to open in 2023 pending Board of
Trustees approval, the building will feature two spaces
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RECYCLING
ROUNDUP
Santa’s
Imaginitive Gift
What a guy. He put a lot
of thought into what he
could do for members of
The Village Recycling Committee to brighten their 2020
Christmas season. In early December, without
making much of a clatter, what to my wondering
eyes, at the loading dock, did appear? “It’s a modest-sized dumpster, my dear,” said Carol, my wife of
many, many a year. Instantly, visions of corrugated
began da-da-dancing in my head. “I’ve got to let
the members of the Recycling Committee know,
and the residents and employees of the Village even
more so.”
So this is my message for this new year: The Village now has a brand new dumpster for corrugated
cardboard. It’s bigger than the old one and just
waiting to be filled with the cardboard boxes with
the fluted (corrugated pattern) edges. Please flatten
them before placing them in the recycling rooms or
at curbside in front of your cottage. Do it for Santa!
Jim Tate, Chairman, Village Recycling Committee

Awarded Honorary Lifetime Membership
Dear Dick,

Dick,

The Board of Directors of the Centre
County Chapter of the Penn State
Alumni Association has voted
unanimously to recognize you with
an honorary Lifetime Membership in
the Chapter. This is in recognition of
your many, many years of dedicated
service to the Chapter, the University
and her Alumni, and our Community.

Congratulations on being given a
Lifetime Membership to the Centre
County Chapter of the Penn State
Alumni Association. Jack and I
cannot think of anyone more
deserving than you to receive this
Lifetime Membership.

Attached is a copy of the certificate
that we will present to you at a future
board meeting (once this virus is under
control). Meanwhile, we would like to
send some messages to you from some
of your friends on the Board. Please
see the notes appended below. In
addition, please note the sketch below
that captures many of our thoughts.
We sincerely thank you for your service
and friendship over all these years.
Mike Erdman
Andrew M. (Mike) Erdman
President, Centre County Chapter of
the Penn State Alumni Association

Dear Dick,
Congratulations on your Lifetime
Membership Award to the Centre
County Chapter. You certainly deserve the recognition and the honor!
You have represented the true definition of a volunteer by doing more
than you had to, because you wanted
to, for a cause you consider good.
Your work as the Chapter Historian
for many years is so appreciated. I am
sorry that I only had a short time to
serve on the Board with you. Please
know that all of us appreciate you and
your years of service and dedication
to the Chapter. Many thanks and may
God bless you and keep you well.
Kathy Hume

Hi Dick,
Since the first time we met you, you
have been an inspiration to both Nick
and me! We continue to say that if we
can be as energetic and engaging as
you are, volunteer as you do, and participate in as many activities as you,
we will have full, happy, and rewarding lives.
A Lifetime Membership in the Centre County Chapter of the Penn State
Alumni Association is well beyond
deserved!
It is an honor to know you.
Warmly,
Mary Lou and Nick Dubil
From Carol Stokes:

We are thankful and blessed to have
met you when we first moved to State
College and have cherished your
friendship over the years. We try
daily to emulate your commitment
to Penn State and the Centre County
Chapter of the Penn State Alumni
Association. You have definitely been
an inspiration to both of us.
We look forward to celebrating with
you personally, hopefully this Spring.
Until then, stay safe and take care.
Fondly,
Maureen and Jack Welesko
Dick,
Even though I didn’t make it to
Tailbacks very often, I was “lucky”
enough to have Dave bring home the
Dick Kustin joke of the week—wow,
some of them were doozies! Thank
you for providing humor, charm,
knowledge and history, and absolute
joy wherever you go. It is a real pleasure to know you!
Carol and Dave Alerich
Dick,
Congratulations on your lifetime
membership! I’ll always remember
you carrying the chapter’s banner in
front of the trolley in the homecoming parade. Hope to see you doing it
again next year!
Nick Dubil
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CULINARY
CORNER

The Village Photography
Contest Winners
1. Polly-Anne Fleischer ~ Landscape
2. David Butt ~ Black & White
3. Hope Coder ~ People
4. Chuck Krueger ~ Flowers
5. Beth McMullen ~ Animals
6. Sue Aten ~ Architecture

Thank you to all who participated. There is a lot
of talent at The Village. All winners were given
Wegmans gift cards.
Welcome to the New Year!
I think it is safe to assume that The Village
community is anticipating all the positive changes
a fresh year can bring. From a dinning services view
point there are many exciting changes on the horizon.
With a fresh start brings new and challenging goals.
From my perspective, freshness, creativity and
quality are my targets for dining in 2021.
Obviously we all crave a return to our normal
routines. We eagerly anticipate the reopening of
the main dining room and the Bistro to full service.
Until then we are in the developmental stages of a
freshened cycle menu that will be introduced this
spring. Featuring new soups, salads, entrees, and
house prepared desserts. New ingredients, cooking
techniques, and flavor profiles will be a major emphasis. New and interesting reduced sugar desserts
are also in the works for those seeking a healthy
dessert option.
A revised menu in the bistro will feature more
entrée plates with interesting flavor and texture
pairings. New salads, overstuffed sandwiches,
and made to order desserts will be on the new
menu. Included will be creative pizza toppings
and feature pizzas.
From the entire culinary team we wish everyone
at The Village a happy and healthy 2021!
Enjoy,
Matt Lambert
Executive Chef, The Village at Penn State
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LET’S WELCOME
NEW RESIDENTS
Roger and Corinne C.
moved to The Village in
December 2020. They are
locals, both worked at
Penn State. Wangsnesses
are their hosts.

3.

6.
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REMINDER - If you get a flu vaccine at a different location other than
The Village, please let Wellness staff know so we can update your record.

DID YOU KNOW?
TIPS FOR INTERNET ACCESS FROM
THE VILLAGE RESOURCE GUIDE
A printed version of The Village Resource Guide is given
to newcomers but an up-to-date version is available to all
residents online on the Village Website. This month’s
selection from that guide relates to internet access.
The following two paragraphs are copied from the Guide:

Wi-Fi
The Village has two free wi-fi networks for all residents.
The “Village Guest” network has no password; simply
accept terms and conditions and anyone can access it.
When it is inactive for a period it will “time out” and
the user is redirected back to the “acceptance” page.
The password for the “Village Residents” network is
nittanylions; that network won’t generally “time out”
like The Village Guest network. Otherwise they are
basically the same.
Website
www.retireatpennstate.org is The Village website with
information for the public. At the bottom of the page,
you may select the “Resident Log-In.” Our username

is VPS and our password is resident. Under the
“Welcome” menu you may select “News and Information”
for the Village Phone Directory (including residents listed
alphabetically, residents listed by building, staff directory,
committee contacts, Good Neighbor page and frequently
called numbers) and for the Village Resource Guide.
Under “Resident Events” you may select the current
(Independent Living) Calendar of Events, the Atrium
Calendar of Events and the monthly newsletter “News
and Views.” Under “Dining Services” you may select from
a list of weekly, brunch and special buffet menus. Under
Resident Biographies you may select from residents’ last
names starting A-S and last names starting T-Z.
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ATRIUM NEWS

Ugly Christmas Sweaters
The residents of personal care celebrated the holidays wearing their Ugly Christmas Sweaters while decorating the
unit and their wonderful tree! Everyone had a one-of-a-kind ugly Christmas sweater to bring some holiday cheer to
everyone! Goodbye 2020, hello 2021!

Happy 100th!!!

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
East 2 decorated for
Christmas, photos
courtesy of Rosalie

Dietz.

Happy New Year and VERY HAPPY 100th
birthday to Helen B.! If you see
Helen around, wish her a happy birthday!!
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