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The Blessings of Partnership: Hurricane Maria
Last September I was
visiting my uncle at
Sacred Heart Hospital
in Allentown. As we
passed time watching
TV, all the major networks
were talking about Hurricane
Maria’s march toward Puerto
Rico and the US Virgin
Islands. Evacuees were
still displaced in Texas and
Julia Menzo
Florida following Hurricanes
Harvey and Irma. We watched in disbelief as yet
another major hurricane threatened businesses,
homes, and lives.

A grant from LDR-ELCA allowed us to partner
with five agencies in Pennsylvania that serve Hispanic
communities. Together with our partners, we were
able to help some 100 families secure housing through
rental assistance and affordable housing programs.
Social ministry organizations like LCS were
founded on Christian principles like service to the
most vulnerable, those facing crises, and those who
need allies. In partnership with local congregations we
are able to carry out that mission in the name of Christ.

The damage Maria caused was horrific. Onehundred percent of Puerto Rico’s electric grid went
down. Infrastructure was so badly damaged that lifesaving and power restoring equipment and supplies
could not be delivered.

Thank you for your donations to LDR, LCS and
other ministries that make this kind of work possible.
I would like to also extend my sincere gratitude to all
the congregations who made our relief effort possible.
From organizing school and cleanup kits to providing
housing to those who were stuck on wait lists for
assistance, to supporting Camp Noah – you made a
significant impact, and stand as examples of Christ’s
undying love, in communities within the Northeastern
and Southeastern Penn Synods of the ELCA.

While the official death count reported was 64,
recent reports indicate that toll to be nearly 3,000.

Sincerely,

When a disaster happens outside of Pennsylvania,
the role of LCS is to help congregations organize
volunteers and donations to support often very far
away places. That Fall LCS was preparing to do just
that for areas impacted by Harvey, Irma, and Maria.
What we did not expect was that over the next year,
we would be leading a response to Hurricane Maria
right here in Pennsylvania. Starting in October 2017,
we learned of families that were self-evacuating from
Puerto Rico to Pennsylvania because of lost jobs, lost
homes, closed schools, lack of medical supplies and
fear of the next hurricane.

Julia Menzo
Director of Community Outreach
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Lay Eucharistic Visitor Training
Ministry in Action
Lutheran Congregational Services (LCS) is
committed to supporting congregations in
bringing the Eucharist to those who are not able

to attend worship because of poor health or for other
reasons. To address the need to offer Communion to
congregants who are homebound, LCS offers a Lay
Eucharistic Visitor Training program, which first
began in the 1970s. Now, more than forty years later
the training remains just as integral as when it first
began.
“Lay Eucharistic Visitors are such an important part
of our ministry,” says Pastor Sandra Brown of Peace
Lutheran Church in Bensalem. “Their involvement
allows for the sharing of this sacred meal with many
who deeply appreciate being able to participate.”
Following approval from their pastors, potential
visitors attend a one-day training event, which is held
at various locations throughout Eastern Pennsylvania.
“Being a Lay Eucharistic Visitor is very
enlightening. For me, taking Communion is incredibly
moving. To be able to share that with someone is very
rewarding.” says Dawn Rosales, a Lay Eucharistic
Visitor from Calvary Lutheran in Reading. “We
are a connection to the church for people who can’t
attend services. When we read scriptures and share
Communion, we are letting them know that they
are still part of the church family. You can see how
meaningful it is for people.”
This training ministry engages learners in the
Biblical and theological background of the Sacrament
of Holy Communion and teaches potential Eucharistic
Visitors about visitation and administration of the
sacrament.
“Being a Lay Eucharistic Visitor provides the chance
to extend the body of Christ outside the walls of the
church. It is a way to bring Christ’s presence out into
the world through the gift of Communion,” says
Pastor Rachael Dietz of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Mohnton. “I’ve seen the wonderful effect it’s
had on my congregation. Having also taught the
class, I’ve seen how it enriches the lives of training
participants and strengthens their own faith.”

If you are interested in being a Lay Eucharistic
Visitor, speak with your pastor and visit our website,
www.lutherancongregationalservices.org, to find
programs in your area. If your congregation is
interested in hosting a training, please reach out to
Julia Menzo at jmenzo@libertylutheran.org.

Millions of people across the
Carolinas have been affected
by Hurricane Florence.
Lutheran Disaster Response
continues to monitor the situation.
Please continue to check our website
at LutheranCongregationalServices.org
to find out how you can help.
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Camp Noah Helps Children Build Resilience
In August, St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in
Reading, PA played host to Camp Noah, a
week-long day camp for approximately 50

children and teens who relocated to the region with
their parents from Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands
following Hurricanes Irma and Maria.
Each day, children participated in activities that
instilled confidence and resiliency. Activities included
painting, crafts, storytelling, play activities, and
emergency preparedness exercises.
Lutheran Congregational Services would like to
thank each donor and volunteer who made Camp
Noah possible.

Journeys Through Grief
Facebook Group

Left: A camper paints
“Mi lugar sequro” - my
safe place.
Below Left: Fleece
blankets made
by volunteers are
comforting reminders
of being wrapped in
God’s love.
Below Right: Teenagers
work on crafts designed to help them express the
emotions they experienced after the hurricanes.

Grief is a confusing, tangled and painful process of
discovering how to live, feel, cope and heal in the
midst of coming to terms with loss. No one should
have to face grief alone.
Our private Facebook group, Journeys Through
Grief, is an online community for those who have
lost a loved one.
If you or someone you know is coping
with grief, please join our virtual online
community by visiting Facebook.com/
groups/JourneysThroughGrief.
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Reduce your
2018 taxes
Consider a gift from...
c/o The Lutheran Center
2354 Grove Road
Allentown, PA 18109

$
Appreciated
Securities

$

$
QCD from IRA

(Qualified Charitable Distribution)

Gifts must be transferred directly
to Liberty Lutheran.
For more information, contact
Patty Cline at 267-464-7720.

A proud member of the Liberty Lutheran Family of Services

Camp Noah – Healing and Hope for Children
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Reading, PA, will
host thirty to fifty elementary school-aged
children affected by Hurricane Maria at Camp
Noah from August 13 to 17. Camp Noah, a nationwide

participate in Camp Noah. The camp is made possible
through the generosity of local, regional and national
donors and supporters. To join this effort, please contact
Julia Menzo at jmenzo@libertylutheran.org.

camp opportunity, offers children who are recovering
from disaster the chance to heal through a variety of fun,
creative activities focused on themes to build and reinforce
specific resiliency skills. Activities include puppet shows,
skits, crafts, music making and more.

Coming Soon...

The need for this upcoming Camp Noah stems from
the aftermath of Hurricane Maria, as a record number
of evacuees from Puerto Rico have relocated to Berks
County, the Lehigh Valley, and Philadelphia region to
recover with family and friends while they wait to return
home. For children affected by this disaster, especially
those dealing with displacement from their homes, the
healing from the trauma could take years.

2018Advent
Devotional

According to Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota, the
average Camp Noah costs $25,000 for the five day event.
Typically, there is no cost for children to register and

Lutheran Congregational Services
2018 Advent Devotional will be
available in November.
To receive a copy, please e-mail
Julia Menzo at jmenzo@libertylutheran.org
or call 267-464-7700.
You can also view the daily devotions online
at www.LutheranCongregationalServices.org.
You’ll receive a daily e-mail when you subscribe!

